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IEMERACE the earlieſt opportunity of 
ferformang the promiſe 1 made you upon my quilting 
ExGLAND: and Should the contents of the accompaying 

"Berks, collected chiefly from perſonel ol ſervation, aided 
by the b. ſt local inquiries, aqui me, ne 8 mind, of a 


5 breach of that prom iſe, I ſhall feel my ſelf more than 
ET 70 'þy 3 they had been, more ample, but 7 Was impatient 40 


; FG] a debt of gratitude, that would not brook the loſs of 

an opportunity conſequently you wil find the concluſion 

| - rather abrupt ; but by the next ſhip, 1 ſhall, I tuft, 
| make amends, having nearh tranſcribed ſome letters from 
my friend Mr. Wentworth, containing a pleaſant narra- 
{ive of the iſe and progreſs of the felttlement at Norfolk 
3 308 5 tend, together 17 J Joe further particulars relative to, 5 
N MER; - te, 
Pour obedient, and obliged, 


Humble S ervant, 


George Barrington, 
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BARRINGTON- 8 VOYAGE) 
TO BOTANY BAY. 


T was with viſpeatable ſatisfaction that I received a ſums 

15 mons to be ready early the next mo; 11 g for my embarka- 
tion, agrecab.e io my ſentence. 1 inſta: wy made the moſt 
of my time, and by the aſſiſtance of a friend, procure. ſome 
neceſſaries for my voyage: government allowance being ex- 
tremely ſlender, to one ike me, Why had hitherto been ac- 
cuſtomed to molt of the luxuries of the table. The news of my 
ſpee dy departure brought feveral ofmy acc; laintances to bid me 
adieu, and, with gratitude, recollect that not oe of then 
came empty handed; for before the time of locking up, L na! 
ſuch a collection of ventures, that 1 doubted whether l ould 
be permitted to take them all on board. 

About a quarter before five a. general muſter took place; 
and having bid farewell to my fellow priſoners, we were 
W eicorted irom the the priſon to Biackrriars-bridge, by the city 
guards, where two lighters weie waldng © receive us 
T his p: oceſſion, though early, an! but few. ſpectators, made 
a deep impreſſion on my mind; and the ignomiuy of being 
thus mingle with felons of ali deicripticns, many ſcarce a 
WF degree above the brute creation, 1:t5xicaced with Jiquory 
and thockiag the ears of tho'e who paited with blaiphemy; 
XX oaths, and Tings the molt offeuive to modeſty, i iflicted a 
punummeat more ſevere than the ſentence of my e warned „ and 
W tuily avenged that ſociety | had fo much wrong 
= Avſorded in the moſt humiiiating n zeditating meditation; 
- the objects we paſſed going down the river were tota.! y ul 
noticed by me; nor was I rouſel from my iethargy till looc- 
ing around me | found we were along fide of ine ſhip. In 
. = my turn J aſcende. the ſhip's tide, and ww my great ſatis la- kion, 
t be frſt perſon I caſt my eyes upon was my particular iriend, 

whoſe generous exertious not only procu. ed me itowag2 tor 
my packages, but prevailed on the boatſwaii to aumit mne into. 
bis bets, and alſo che liberty of w alking the deck, Ui CICUt ny 
bered by thole calling and ignominious chains, whica my pat 
conduct had c nhigned me to. y beuefactor, having rendered 
my ſituation thus coi nfortable, bade me farewell, and iet me; 
wy heart ſwelling with gratitude, was ov toll, ty admit of 
1 verbal acknowlety ginent3 ; but the remembrance of it is too 
; We ſtrongly e. graven thereon, for the m olt diſtant time to ellect 
the lighteſt eradication, 
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MV fehlow priſoners to the amount of upwards of two 
"hun 6 „Waere all ordered into the hold which was render- 


ed as convenient as circumſtances would admit, battens 
bein: fixec. fore and aft for haminocks, which were hung 


ſeventeen inches apart from each other; but being encumber- 


ed wi.h their irons, together with the want of freſh air, ſoon 


rendered their ſituation truly veploravle. . 

My meſlinate, the boatſwain, had provided we with a neat 
ſnug hammock, and gave me a berth.next his own, not only 
for my hammock, but a place alſo for my little property, 
which I cculd have immediately under my eye 


Wie lay about a week at Long Reach, when we dropt down 


to Graveſend, and ſoon after arrived fręm thence at the 
Mot! cr-Bank, where lay ſeveral other tranſports for the ſame 
_ deſtination ; and it comi: g on a {tiff eaſterly breeze, we ran 
through the Needles. It was delightful weather, and the 


proſpects on each hand muſt have att. :rded the moſt agreeable. 


 1enſations to every beholder, and 1s, perhaps, as rich and lux- 
-uriant as is any where to be met with; but, alas, it only 


brought a irely pang to the boſom of one who! in all — 


ty was bidding it ad:eu for ever. 
A moſt violent gale took place the third 57 after we loſt 


ſight of the and, and which for near ten hours baffled the {kill 
- of all hazds: two men were blown from the main topfail 
yard, aid the fail ſplit in ribbands, and I not, being capable of 


ny ſervice upon deck, retired to my hammock until the ſtorm 
had ſubſided, the wi. q perfectly fair, and the ſhip jogging on 
un, er an eaſy ſail, at the rate of about ſeven miles an hour. _ 
The danger we had juſt eſcaped was ſucceeded by one 
that had nearly proved much more fatal: the captain with 


great humanity, had releaſe: many of the convicts who had 
been in a weakly {tate from their irons, and they were allowed 


alternately, ten at a time to walk upon deck. — I wo of them, 
Americans, who bad ſome knowledge of navigation, prevailed 
upon then ajority ef their comrades to attempt ſeizing the ſhip, 


ar:d carry ker to America, | heſe arguments had the deſired 


effe cl, and were put in execution With equal ſpirit and audacity. 
A favourable opportunity preſenting itſelf, the captain and 


moſt oi the e being below examin ing the ſtowage of 


fore wine, a a calk having leaked out in the ſpirit room, I was 
the only perſon on deck excepting the man at the helm; hear- 
3 a ſcufſle on the main deck, I was going forward, but Was 


ſtopped by one of the Ameticais, followed by another convict 


15 1 

who made a ſtroke at me with a ſword he had wreſted from 
one of the centinels, which was put aſide by a piſtol which 
the other had juſt ſnapped at me; I ſnatched up a handſpike 
in my reach, and brought the foremoſt to the ground; the 
man at the helm had quitted the wheel, and called up the 
captain. I ſtill kept my ſituation, guarding the paſlage of the 
quarter deck, my antagoniſts having retreated a few paces, 
but being joined by many others were ruſhing on me, when 
the diſcharge of. a blunderbuſs from behind me, among tnem, 
== wounded ſeveral, they retreated, and I was immediately join- 
= cd by the. captain and the reſt of the officers, Who, in a few 
minutes, drove them all into the hold, and two of the ringß- 
leaders Were inſtantly hung at the yard- arm. 


* > 


As ſoon as the conſpirators we:e re-ironed, the captain paid 
me wany handſome compliments, and aliured me, When we 
arrived at the Cape, he ſhould on the part of the owners, think 
it his duty to reward the ſervice I had, by my courage and 
== preſence of mind, rendered them; and ſeluom a day pait but 
ſome ireſh meat or poultry was ſent me by the captain, Which 
raiſed me in the eſtimation of my meſiniates, who were no 
=Z ways diſpleaſed at the ſubſtitution of pies made of towl or freſh 
meat to a diſh of ſalt junk. J 888 
With a ſettled north weſterly breeze we gradually proceed- 
ed to the ſouthward, at the rate of between eighty and one 
hundred miles in twenty-four hours: we ſoon reached the 
XX iſland of Teneriffe, and came to anchor in the bay of Santa 
Cruz. Some of the oticcrs having obtained leave from the. 
agents of tranſports to viſit the town of (irtava, a few miles 
from Santa Cruz, and on my expreſiing a deſire to ſce the town, 
was permitted to be of the party. | he country is exceed- 
KM ingly beautitul and fertile, notw ith{landing the frequent coa- 
vulſions of the neighbouring volcanos. We arrived at Oriava 
about noun, and by ſigus, tor rone of us were maſters of the 
language, we got a few eggs and plenty of ſmall wine. We. 
bad ſcarcely taken our ſcats, when we were relieved from the 
2 | Inconvenience attending our not being acquainted with the 
language, by the arrival of an old Spaiiſh joldier, Who had 
been ſome time a priſoner in England, and ſpoke our language: 
ZW tolerable well, We informed him we had come from Santa. 
= Cruzto take a nearer view ofthe Peak, an it the time would. . 
acmit, tc aſcend it. He ſaid it was impoſſible at this ſeaſen of. 
the year, as no guides would undertake to accompany us, but. ö 
that he would take us as far as it was prudent for us to venture, 2 


* 
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Ly 
and we walked about a league from the town into the plain 
where we had a full view of the ſtupendious mountain. Our 
time being thort, and the weather being intenſely'cold, we 


2 
PAS) 


returned to Ortava, and pot ſome ſalt fin, with a few hard 


5 eggs for ſupper; to which the old foldier invited himſelf, but 3 
' am ply repatu us for his intruſton, by a lively and humourous __ = 
1 8 
| | &etoription of the ſquabbles of his neighbours, and knavery Wl 


pracufcd by the mountaineers on the curious and exploring 
ſtranger; che intervals where ſupplied by feveral ſongs from 
a company of mountaineers, who, by their extreme vocifera- 
tion, intirely diſcompoſed the ſerenity or our loquacious gueſt, 
and, but for my meditation, would have produced a ſerious 
quarrel between them. At noon on the ſecond day of our 
abſence from the ſhip, we began to think of returning, w 
taking leave of the oid ſoldier, reached Santa Cruz by ar ſet 
and one of the boats being luckily on ſhore, we el 
went out on board, hi ;zhly e gratifled with our excurſion. 
I he ſhips having completed their watering, the ſignal was 
made for every; perſon belonging to the fleet to repair on 
board their reſpective veflels, and the next morning the ſignal 
to get under weigh. We ſ ſhaped our coarſe to the ſouthward; 
and as we croſſed the E quinoctial Line, the ceremony of ſhav- 
"i" ing and ducking, was punctually obſerved. :—at noon a hoarſe 
32 voice hailed the ſhip, as from the ſea, with © Ho! the thip 
i ho!“ which was anſwered by one ſtationed for the purpoſe, 
un 4 Hallo! what ſhip's that?” „ The Aldermarle,“ 
hh „ don't recollect her palling this way before, I ſhall come on- 
bourd and examine her.“ Upon which half a dozen moſt 
groteſque figures entered the ſhip, as from the bottom of the 
deep ; having previoully flung a grating under each bow, as a 
 fagu to aſcend from; with great ſolemnity they proceeded to 
the quarter deck; the principal perſonages were Neptune and 
5 METS, attend: d by their nymphs and mer-maids, perſon- 
ated by the oldeft ſeamen in the ſhip, bur ſo disfigured with 
red ochre, robes, and wigs, made of ravelled ſpun-yarn, that it 
bias a difficult matter to recognize their perſons. After re- 
1 cäetving a double toll from the captain, (it being the firſt time ; 
of the ſhip's crofling the line,) conſiſting of half a gallon of | 
Jiquor and two pounds of ſugar; they, in turn, queſtioned MW 
evey perſon on deck. W hen any one Haie he had croſſed be- 2 
: fore, and had not, his watery majeſty, With great dignity, ME 
| ö turned to one of his attenda ints, who held a large book, aid, 
| 
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Be Ec bich was anſwered in the ne: :arive, and the rum and ſugar 
by 5 Was inſtantly demanded, When it came to my turn, my {r end, 

B wb captain, deſired them to put my quota down to him.— 
EHaving finiſhed with the quarter deck, they proceeded to the 
examination of their own comrades, alter having prepared for 
| * ceremony of treating thoſe who could not pay, with a 
vie of Neptune's cellar: for this purpoſe they had made a 
tackle faſt to the main yard-: rim, through which they wove 
a rope, with an iron crow made fait to the end for a ſeat. 


"Io 
© + $540 


Fr he only exhibition was on the perſon of the cook, who nat 
being of the moſt conciliatory diſpoſition, molt of the ihip's 
* company owed him a grudge; aid as he beremptorily retuted 
9 ba to pay, although in his power, they placed him on the crow, 


aſt round him, to prevent a poſſibility of his falling; they then 
Wang him off, and running him cloſe up to the ya. d, fouſed 
he poor devil from the beight of near 50 feet into the water; 
his was performed thrice, but when they took big on board 
ee was fo exhauſted that his life was thought to be in danger, 


une and his affiſtants; the party were ſcated on a piece oi board 
laced acroſs a large tub, the razor a part of an iron hoop, and 
or ſoap a compoſition of tar, tallow, and every filth they could 
'ZEol|!ct.—1 he disagreeablenels of this operation, exclulive of 
ee ſmart, the hand of the ihaver not being the lighteſt, oCca- 
oned by a ſtruggle to get from under it, in which the board 
Wy hercon he is lcated gives way and the Pop pilgarlic. is duck'd 
1 E..: head and ears in bilge-water, I he forteits made them ajl 
"Ws merry as griggs aid the day cioſcd with dancing and {orgs 
In the torccaiile. Every one ( COOX EXCEP! ed) forgot ew tem- 
porary mortifications and Joincd 1 in the evenings conviviality. 
We had a ſeries of fine weather till we arrived at the Cape 
f Good Hope on July the 20th. anchored about ſun ſet in 1 abie 


ents during the remainder of the y oyage, © all hands ſet to work 


ew colony. Early in the morhing, the captain ordered the 
i pp Þinnance to be manned and went on thore, trum wheiice he re- 
urned about noon, and ſending for me alt gave me a draft ou 
merchant at Cape 1 own tor 100 dollars; at the fame time 
elling me that I might at any time take advantage of the boats 


nd brought the yard- rope between his legs, making another 


nich put an end to this part of the ceremony, and the other 
"WPctaulters were let off with only ſhaving, performed by Neps | 


ay. This being the laſt port we coul touch at for refreſh. 


We procure ſuch articles as they might itand in need of, as well. 
3 Pr their preſent conſumption, as for their future comfort i in the 
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1 
and we walked about a league from the town into the plain 
where we had a full view of the ſtupendious mountain. Our 
| e time being mort, and the weather being intenſely cold, we 
returned to Ortava, and got ſome ſalt fiih, with a few hard 
eggs for ſupper; to which the old foldier invited himſelf, but 
| amply repatu us for his intruſion, by a lively and humourous 
' ccteription of the ſquabbles of his neighbours, and knaver 
i ractifed by the mountaincers on the curious and exploring 
itranver; the intervals where ſupplied by ſeveral ſongs from 
a company of mountatneers, who, by their extreme voeifera- 
tion, intirely diſcompoſed the ſerenity or our loquacious gueſt, 
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[ and, but for my meditation, would have produced a ſerious 
14 _ quarrel between them, At noon on the ſecond day of our 
| abfence from the ſhip, we began to think of returning, {0 
} taking leave of the oid ſoldier, reached danta Cruz by ſunſet ; 
| and one of the boats being luckily on ſhore, we immediately 

it went out on board, highly gratifed with our excurſion. 

| Ihe {hips having completed their watering, the ſignal was 
- If made for every; petſon belonging to the fleet to repair on 
IR board their reſpective veflels, and the next morning the ſignal 
to get under weigh. We thaped our coarſe to the ſouthward, 
| and as we crofled the Equinoctial Line, the ceremony of ſhav- 
0 ing and ducking, was punctually obſerved :—at noon a hoarſe 
. | voice haiicd the ſhip, as from the ſea, with “ Ho! the thip 
5 f ho ”* which was anſwered by one ſtationed for the purpoſe, 
| . | with „ Hallo? what ſhip's that?” „The Albermarle,“ 
3 « don't recollect her paſſing this way before, I thail come on- 
j board and examine her.” Upon which half a dozen moſt 


groteſque figures entered the ſhip, as from the bottom of the 
deep; having previouſly ſlung a grating under each bow, as a 
ſtage to aſcend from; with great ſolemnity they proceeded to 
the quarter deck; the principal perſonages were Neptune and 
: Amphitrite, attended by their nymphs and mer-mæids, perſon- 
+: Bs ated by the oldeft ſeamen in the ſhip, but fo dishgured with 
I | g red ochre, robes, and wigs, made of ravelled ſpun-yarn, that it 
was a difficult matter to recognize their perſons. After re- 
ceiving a double toll from the captain, (it being the firſt time 
of the ſhip's crofling the line,) conſiſting of half a gallon of 
liquor and two pounds of ſugar; they, in turn, queſtioned. 
3 evey perſon on deck. When any one ſaid he had croſſed be- 
forc, and had not, his watery majeſty, With great dignity, 
| arnce to one of his attendants, who held a large book, ſaid, 
ns Leck if you have this gentleman down in my log-book i 
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3 hich was anſwered in the ne: zative, and the rum and ſugar 
as inſtantly demanded. When it came to my turn, my fr zend, 
5 ; 5 the captain, deſired them to put my r down to him.-— 
5 WHavii: g hniſhed with the quarter 121 they proceeded to the 
3 examination of their own comrades, alter having prepared for 
Wthe ceremony of treating thoſe who could not 108 With a 
5 view of Neptune's cellar: for this purpoſe they had made a 
| faſt to the main yard-: rm, through which they wove 
Ia rope, with an iron crow made ſaſt to the end for a ſeat. 
5 The only exhibition was on the perſon of the cook, Who nat 
s of the moſt conciliatory diſpoſition, molt of the ihip's 
company owed him a grudge; and as he beremptorily retuled 
Ito pay, although in his power, they placed him on the crow, 
nd brought the yard-rope between his legs, making anorher 
Wat round him, to prevent a poi {bility of his falling; they the 
[wang him off, and running him cloſe up to the yard, fouſed 
Uthe poor devil from the height of near 50 feet into the water; 
this was perfurmed thrice, but when they took him on board 
She was ſo exhauſted that his life was thought to be in danger, 
Top which put an end to this part of the Ceremony, and the other 
WW ctaulters were let off with only ſhaving, performed by Neps 
== une and his affiſtants; the party were ſcated on a piece or board 
Placed acroſs a large tub, the razor a part of an iron hoop, and 
Wor ſvap a compolition of tar, tallow, and cvery filth they could 
olle — The disagrecableneſs of this operation, exclulive of 
3 We ſmart, the hand of the aver not being the lighteſt, occa- 
h oned by a ſtruggle to get from under it, in which the board 
0 5 bereon he is leated gives way and the poor pilgarlic! is duck'd 
9 Pver head and ears in bi Ige- water. I he ſorfeits made them all 
| vi gs merry as griggs and the day cioſcd with dancing and ſongs 
n the forecattle. Every one (cook excepted) forgot their tem- 
1 Wray mortifications and joined in the evenings convivialitp, 
We had a ſeries of fine weather till we artived at the Cape 
W df Good Hope on July the 20th. anchored about ſun ſet in T abie . 
gay. This being the laſt port we could touch at for rere ſa- 
Reents during the remainder of the v oyage, all hands ſet to work 
procure ſuch articles as they might ſtand in need of, as well 
er their preſent conſumption, as for their future comfort in the 
e colony. Early in the morning, the captain ordered the 
innance to be manned and went on thore, om whence he re- 
ned about noon, and ſending for me aft gave me a draft ou 
a merchant at Cape own tor 100 dollars; at the ſame time 
| elling me that I might at any time take advantage of the boars 
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going aſhore to viſit the town as often as I pleaſed, by ſpeaking 
to the officer on deck, The confidence repoſed in me ſtruck 
me more forcibly than the money, and I was really ſo confuſe 
that I could ſcarcely articulate my acknowledgements : during 
our ſtay here I viſited the town almoſt every day, and bough 
ſuch articles as were moſt in requeſt in new Holland. 
klaving completely ſtored the ſhip with proviſions and wate 
taken in 600 ſacks of flour for the colony and other ftores, the 
ſignal was made for the tranſports to be in readineſs to get un 
der weigh, and the next morning we worked out of the bay, 
As nothing material happened during the voyage I ſhall not 
trouble you with our different bearings and diſtances but con 
tent myſelf with informing you, we had, in general, pleaſant 
weather, and about noon, Oct. 12th. found ourſelves abref 
of land called Red Point, only 10 leagues diſtant from Botany 
Bay.-—About 2 leagues to the ſouthward of the bay is a chai 
of chalky hills o'ertopp'd by level land. On this land is a clump 
of trees ſomething like Portsdown Hill, in the neighbourhood 
of Portſmouth. The wind ſpringing up to the eaſt we ſtool 
from the land under an eaſy fail till day-light, when we wer 
quite abreſt of the bay: and at noon the 13th came to anchor 
in port Jackſon. At 1o o'clock the next morning the convict 
welle all ordered on ſnore; their appearance was truly deplo4 
able, the generality of them being emaciated by diſeaſe, fou? 


; 0 Aàir &c. and thoſe who laboured under no bodily diſorder, frog 
| ; 5 the ſcantineſs of their allowance were in no better plight. * 
3 The boats from all the ſhips in the harbour attended in orde 


to land them: there were in all 259 men, 6 women, and ons 
convict's wife and child, who had obtained permiſſion to ac 
company her huſband, and we Joſt during the voyage 32 men! 
Upon their landing they were entirely*new cloathed from the 
| king's ſtore, their old things were burnt to prevent infections 
that might have been in the ſhip being introduc'd in the colouy 
From the report of the captain, 1 had a moſt generous re 
ception with the Governor. His excellency faid, he had long 
wanted a proper perſon as ſuperintendant of the convicts at 
Paramata, that he appointed me to that office, and that I thoull 
take charge of the farm houſe. When I was diſmiiled, ty 
ſerjeant took me to his houſe, where J partook of a fifh dinnef 
and it being ſome time ere we could ſet off for my future reli 
| dence, we took a walk round the Cove, where ſome extenſi\t 
buidings have been erected for the Governor, Lieutenant-g 
vernor, Judge. advocate, and a great part of the officers, 


= The governor's houſe is of ſtone, near ſeventy feet in front, 
ſtruck and makes a very handſome appearance. The houſes of the 
onfuſel officers are of brick, the reſt are generally log houſes, plaiſ- 
during tered, the roots either ſhingled or thatched. Here is alſo an 
bought Þoipical, a good temporary building, and a'fo barracks for the 
2 ſoldiers, and comfortable cabins for the ocers, with gardens 
d watelf adjoining: but unluckily theſe gardens are not very produc- 
res, tha tive, as the ſoil is very indittcrent, and to this inconvenience 
get un mult be added the depredations ol the rats and theives. A 
e bay, mile or two from the cove, the ſoil is couſiderably better, 
where the officers aud others have little farms, there are alſo 
2 brick-kilns and a pottery, both of which articles they would 
bring to tolerable perfection, were they poſſeſſed of the mate- 
rials to glaze their earthen ware. Not being able to proceed 
till morning, I ſlung my cot in a corner of the ſerjeants houſe, 
and ſpent the evening with him; we roſe at day break and re- 
embarking my effects, left Sidney Cove about eight o'clock 
in the morning, and arrived at Paramata about noon, We 
landed about a quarter of a mile from the town, and walked 
up to it; it is Aasdel on an elevated ſpot, in the form of a 
Preſcent; a ſtrong redoubt is conſtructed, where there are very 
ood barracks for a detatchment of the military, which is al- 
ways on duty here, as well as to preſerve good order and re- 
Eeularity among the convicts, as a check upon the natives, who 
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11a orde . 

and om ew any inclination to attack armed men z not that they are 
W to ac eſtitute of courage, but that they are perfectly convinced of 
32 meal be great and invincible ſuperiority of our fire arms. After a 
© fea te Wort walk we arrived at the houſe appropriated for me, it is a 
infection nus cottage with four rooms in it: the ſituation is delightful, 
1e colouy mp I ele in the midſt of pleaſant gardens, the convicts houſes form 
\crous rene in front at a diſtance, they have each a ſmall garden, and 
e bole who are induſtrious ſeem very comfortable, as their days 
Pork is not ſo hard as many working men's in England. 
A ſervant who kept the houſe gave us ſome réfreſhment, 
7 fter which I waited on the commanding officer of the troops, 
* duty here, and preſented a letter given me by the governor. 

In the morning a general muſter of the convicts took place, 
when the whole was aſſemb led, to the amount of four hund ': ” 


> extcni1' : 
> 60 "8 they were informed by the officer of the truſt the governor 
3 Beißz had been pleaſed to repoſe in me, and that any miſbehayiour or 


1,282 
light. ee ſettlers, where there no armed force to protect them; they 


413 


going aſhore to viſit the town as often as I pleaſed, by ſpeaking 
to the officer on deck. The confidence repoſed in me ſtruck 
me more torcibly than the money, and I was really ſo confuſed 
that I could fcarcely articulate my acknowledgements : during 


our ſtay here J viſited the town almolt every day, and bought 
ſuch articles as were moſt in requeſt in new Holland. 

Having completely ſtored the ſhip with proviſions and water 
taken in 600 ſacks of flour for the colony and other ſtores, the 


fſignal was made for the tranſports to be in readineſs to get un- 
der weigh, and the next morning we worked out of the bay. 


As nothing material happened during the voyage I ſhall not 


trouble you with our different bearings and diſtances but con- 


tent myſelf with informing you, we hal, in general, pleaſant 


weather, and about noon, Oct. 12th. found ourſelves abreft 


of land called Red Point, only 10 leagues diſtant from Botany 


Bay.-—About 2 leagues to the ſouthward of the bay is a chain 
of chalky hills o'ertopp'd by level land. On this land is a clump 
of trees fomething like Portsdown Hill, in the neighbourhood 


of Portſmouth. The wind ſpringing up to the eaſt we ſtood 


from the land under an eaſy fail till day-light, when we were 
quite abreſt of the bay: and at noon the 13th came to anchor 
in port Jackſon. At 10 o'clock the next morning the convicts 
were all ordered on ſnore; their appearance was truly deplo- 
rable, the generality of them being emaciated by diſeaſe, foul 
air &c, and thoſe who laboured under no bodily diſorder, from 


the ſcantineſs of their allowance were in no better plight, _ 
Ihe boats from all the ſhips in the harbour attended in order 


to land them: there were in all 259 men, 6 women, and one 


convict's wife and child, who had obtained permiſſion to ac- 
company her huſband, and we loſt during the voyage 32 men. 


Upon their landing they were entirely*new cloathed from the 
King's ſtore, their old things were burnt to prevent infections 


that might have been in the ſhip being introduc'd in the colouy. 
From. the report of the captain, 1 had a moſt generous re- 


ception with the Governor. His excellency ſaid, he had long 


wanted a proper perſon as ſuperintendant of the convicts at 
Paramata, that he appointed me to that office, and that I ſhould 
take charge of the farm houſe. When I was diſmiiled, the 
ſerjeant took me to his houſe, where 1 partook of a fifh dinner 
and it being ſome time ere we could ſet off for my future reſi- 
dence, we took a walk round the Cove, where ſome extenſive 


| buidings have been erected for the Governor, Lieutenant-go« 
vernor, Judge-advocate, and a great part of the officers, 
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The governor's houſe is of ſtone, near ſeventy feet in front, 


and makes a very handſome appearauce. The houſes of the 


officers are of brick, the reſt are generally log houſes, plaiſ- 
tered, the roofs either ſhingled or thatched. Here is alſo an 
hoipital, a good temporary building, and aifo barracks for the 
ſoldiers, and comfortable cabins for the ocers, with gardens 


adjoining: but unluckily theſe gardens are not very produc= 
tive, as the ſoil is very indifferent, and to this inconvenience 

muſt be added the depredations oi the rats and theives. A 
mile or two from the cove, the ſoil is conſiderably better, 


where the officers add others have little farms, there are alſo 


brick-kilns and a pottery, both of which articles they would 
bring to tolerable perfection, were they poſſeſſed of the mate- 
rials to glaze their earthen ware. - Not being able to proceed 
till morning, I ſlung my cot in a corner of the ſerjeants houſe, 


and ſpent the evening with him; we roſe at day break and re- 
embarking my effects, left Sidney Cove about eight o*clock 


in the morning, and arrived at Paramata about noon, We 
landed about a quarter of a mile from the town, and walked 

up to it; it is ſituated on an elevated ſpot, in the form of a 

_ creſcent; a ſtrong redoubt is conſtructed, where there are ver) 


good barracks for a detatchment of the military, which is al- 


Ways on duty here, as well as to preſerve good order and re- 
gularity among the convicts, as a check upon the natives, Who 


from the diſtance to Sidney Cove, might be tempted to moleſt 


the ſettlers, where there no armed force to protect them; they 
have little apprehenſions from the natives, as they have never 
. ſhewn any inclination to attack armed men; not that they are 


deſtitute of courage, but that they are perfectly convinced of 


the great and invincible ſuperiority of our fire arms. After a 
ſhort walk we arrived at the houſe appropriated for me, it is a 

| ſnug cottage with four rooms in it: the fituation is delightful, 
being in the midſt of pleaſant gardens, the convicts houſes form 
a line in front at a diſtance, they have each a ſmall garden, and 


thoſe who are induſtrious ſeem very comfortable, as their days 
work is not ſo hard as many working men's in England. 
A ſervant who kept the houſe gave us ſome refreſhment, 


after which I waited on the commanding officer of the troops, 
on duty here, and preſented a letter given me by the governor. 
In the morning a general muſter of the convicts took place, 
V hen the whole was aſſemb led, to the amount of four hundred, 


they were informed by the officer of the truſt the governor 


had been pleaſed to repoſe in 08s and that any miſbehayiour or 
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e 
diſobedience of orders iſſued from me, would be as ſeverely 
puniſhed, as though they proceeded from the governor himſelf: 
they were diſmiſſed to their ſeveral] employments. I proceeded 
through the different gangs of people, obſerving their occupa- 
tions; and found them much more attentive to their buſineſs, 
and reſpecttul to thoſe over them, than I could poſſibly have 
| imagined. Some were employed in making bricks and tiles 
others building houſes, huts, &c. a great number clearing the 
| grounds, bringing in timber and making roads. Others.at their 
Ef different callings, ſuch as ſmiths, gardeners, coopers, ſhoe- 
i + makers, taylors, bakers, attendants on the ſick, &c.— The 
4 hours of work are from ſun riſe till half paſt ſeven, when they 
1 breakſaſt; at half paſt eight they reſume their work *till half 
| paſt eleven, when they are rung to dinner; at two they re- 
| - commence their labours, and the ſetting of the ſun is the ſignal 
That terminates their daily toil, and which is announced oy 
| the drum beating a retreat.— In order to encourage the culti- 
| vation of gardens, Saturday is appropriated to clear away and 
cultivate PRE for themſelves, and thoſe who have been in- 
duſtrious feel the benefit, by having plenty of vegetables 
1 which now ſaves their ſalt proviſions, and enables them to 
| truck wish the natives for fiſh. Independant of theſe advant- 
23 ages, thoſe who rear the greateſt quantity of vegetables and 
plants, receive premiums from the governor, who at the pro- 
per ſeaſons of the year, diſtributes ſeeds among them for that 
purpoſe. The women ſweep round the huts every morning, 
and cook the victuals for the men, collect all their dirty cloaths, 
and return each man his reſpective linen, waſhed and mended 
on Sunday mornings. My bufineſs was chiefly to report the 
progreſs made in the different works carrying on at Param a- 
ta; for which purpoſe I was farniſhed with abſtracts from a 
kind of overſcers or head men of the various gangs: and in 
| leſs than a week I was as much at home, and as perfectly 
maſter of my buſineſs, as though I had been coeval with the 
colony. Having a good deal of time on my hands, my at- 
tendance and inſpection being generally finiſhed in the fore- 
noon, I frequently viſited the farms of ſettlers, theſe in gene- 
ral were convicts, whole term of tranſportation were expired, 
and had lands granted to them in the following proportions ; 
thirty acres to any ſingle man, fifty to the married ones, and 
ten more for every child, they receive proviſion and cloathing 
tor the firſt eighteen months; the neceſſary tools and imple- 
ments for huſbandry, with feeds and grain to {ow the ground 
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B 
the firſt year; two young ſow pigs were alſo given to each 
ſettler, and a pair or two ot fowls. On theſe conditions twen- | 
ty ſeven of them had commenced farming in the neighbour- ny 
hood of Paramata, Proſpect Hill, and ſome ponds about two _ N 
miles to the northward, At this time theſe ſettlements had 14 
little the appearance of farms; but as there were many very BY 
induſtrious and careful men amongſt them, their ſtock began 1 
to thrive, and the face of the country ſhe w evident ſigns of 
culture. In my walks I often fell in with the Kangaroo, of 
which there are great numbers: they are avout the ſize of a 
common deer, of a dark tan colour, its head, I think retembies 
that of a Mocock from the Eaſt Indies. The hind legs are 
much longer than the fore, and with them they leap and ſpring 
forward with amazing rapidity, their forefeet ſeldom being 
ſeen to touch the ground, and indeed they are ſo very ſhort, 
that it is not poſſible the animal can make great uſe of them in 
running; they have prodigious force in their tail, which is a 
principal part of their defence When attacked: they ſtrike a 
blow with this weapon ſufficient to break the leg of a man, or 

the back of a dog, it alſo aſſiſts them in their ſprizgs which is 
truly ſurpriſing, The native dog is much ſwiſter than the 
Kangaroo, and will attack them with great courage, the chace 
is ſeldom of long duration, the Kangaroo is ſoon tired, and is #4 
generally overtaken in 15 minutes. Having had ſeveral young | 
native dogs given me, from time to time, I take great delight _ 
in Kangaroo hunting, it is not only an agreeable exerciſe, but — 14 
produces a diſh for the table, nearly as good as mutton, and in 1 
the preſent dearth of live ſtock is not an unacceptable preſent, _ = 

The native dog greatly reſembles the Pomeranian breed: 
with their ears erect, they have a remarkable ſavage look, are 
not unlike a wolf, both in ſize and appearance, ' here is no 
getting the better of their native ferocity; for if you take ever 
ſo much pains in rearing them, they will at all times deſtroy | TI 
the ſheep, pigs, or poultry: 1 dont think it poſſible to tame. 14 
them ſo that they are of little or no uſe, except in hunting. — 

1 had many opportunities of getting acquainted with ſeveral 
of the natives; and as I ſeldom faw them without giving them 
ſome trifle or other, ſoom became a great favourite with them 
and moſtly had I or 2 of them with me in my rambles. The 

men are in general from five feet fix to five feet nine inches 

high; are rather flender, but ſtraight and weil made. The 
womerr are not quite ſo tall, rather luſtier, but are moſtly well 

made, Their colour is of a browniſh black or a coffee caſt, 
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1 
but many of the women are almoſt as light as a mulatto; now 
and then you may meet with ſome of both ſexes with pretty 
tolerable feati is, but broad noſes, wide mouths, and thick lips, 
are moſt generality met with; their countenances are not the 


moſt prepoſieting, and what renders them fill 1:1s fo, is, they 
are abominable filthy, They no no ſuch ceremony as waſh- 
ing th=-mlſelves: and their ſkin is moſtly ſmeared with the fat 
of juch animals as they kill, and a.terwards covered with every 


ſort of dirt; ſand from the beach, and aſhes from their fires, all 
adhere to their filthy ſkin, Which never comes off, except when 
accident or the want of food vvliges them to go into the water. 


Some of the men wear a piece of wood, or bone thruſt through 
the ſeptum of the noſe, which by raiſing the oppoſite ſide of the 
noſe, dilates the noſt:il, and ſpreads the lower part very much. 


Many of then want the two front teeth on the right ſide of 
and 1 have ſeen ſeveral of the women who 
have loft therwoy ht joints of the little finger of the left-hand, 


 acircuniitance which i have not yet been able to diſcover the 


meaning of. They have in general good teeth; their hair is 
ſtrong, ſhort, and curly; and they have no method of cleaning 
it, it is always filthy and matted: the men's beards are ſhort 


and curly like the hair of their heads. They all go entirely . 


naked, men women and children, and ſeem to have no fixed 


place of reſidence, but lie down wherever night overtakes 


them. Cavities in the rocks on the ſea ſhore, are places they 


uſually ſeek to ſhelter them from the wind and rain; and they 
moſtly make a good fire before they go to ſleep, by whieh 


means the rocks round them become heated, and retain their 


warmth a conſiderable time, like an oven; and ſpreading a 
little dried graſs they lie down and huddle together, 


The men are generally armed with a lance, and ſhort ſtick, 
which they uſe in throwing it: this ſtick is about a yard long 


fat on one ſide, and a notch on one end, the other is furniſhed 
with a flat ſhell fixed into a ſplit in the ſtick, made faſt with a 
ſtrong gum, which when dry, is as hard as flint; on the flat ſide 
of the {tick they place the lance, the but end of which reſts a- 
gainſt the notch in the throwing ſtick ; poiſing the lance thus 
fixed in one hand, binding it with the fore finger and thumb 


to prevent it ſlipping off, keeping faſt hold of the throwing 


ſtick, they hurl the lance with conſiderable force, to the diſtance 
of 750 or do yards. Their lances are about ten feet long; the 
| ſhell fixed on the throwtng ſtick is intended for ſharpening the 
point of their lance, and other uſes, They throw their lances 


1 8 
with great velocity, yet I ſhould think it no difficult matter 
being on ones guard, either to parry or get out of the way. 
W hen they are upon any hoitile expedition, they paint their 
faces and bodies with red and white {treaks, as if they intend- 
ed to ſtrike terror with their death like appearance. The 
colours they uſe are frequently red and white, the firſt of Which 
is a kind of ochre, or red earth, which is found here in abun- 
dance; the latter is a fine pipe-clay, great quantity of which 
are uſed in the potter ies in the colony. The bodies of the men 
are much ſcarified, particularly about the breaſt and ſhoulders ; 
and although not regular, yet are conſidered as ornamental. 
The warriors thus painted range in a line, with each a 
green bow in their hand, as a token they do not mean to uſe 
force, unleſs obliged thereto, in their own defence, or in caſe 
their difference cannot be ſettled by an amicable agreement, 
a long parley often enſues, and conceſſions on both ſides gene- 
rally terminate their campaign. „ e 
Building themſelves habitations never ſeem to have entered 
their imaginations, or any place to have ſheltered them from 0 
the weather though they have plenty of the moſt inclement ; | 14 
their indolence and want of foreſight in this particular would 1 
be fatal to them, were it not for the liberal hand of nature, Who 6 
has ſo abundantly ſupplied the ſea ſhores with ſoft crumbly rocks LS 
which for the moſt part are excavated bythe waſhing of the ſea _ 14 
ſo as to form caves of conſiderable dimenſions; ſometimes fifty | # { 
or more of them find a comfortable lodging in one of thoſe caves. 
In the woods, where no rocks are, they {trip the bark off ſe- 
'veral trees, and cutting them into ſlips, faſten and interlace 
them to four ſtakes drove into the ground, bending broad pieces 
of the bark over the top to ſnhel ve off the rain; theſe commonly = 
hold a family; and as the weather is very cold in the winter | 
months, they find it neceſſary to huddle cloſe for the benefit of 1 
the warmth to which each individual contributes a ſhare. — 1 
Theſe huts are only uſed when they are out a Kangaroo hunting 
for in that ſeaſon they cmploy themſelves wholly in the woods. 
Vẽncoſt of the large trees are hollow, by decaying at the heart 
and when the Oppoſſum, Kangaroo, Rat, Squirrel, and vari- 
ous other annimals which inhabit the woods, are purſued, they 
commonly take ſhelter in theſe trees. In order therefore to 
make ſure of them, wherein they ſeldom fail, when they find 
them in a tree, a man climbs to the top, which is performed 
in the following manner, they cut notches in the bark, about 
an inch deep, which is a kind of reſt for the ball of the great. 
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toe: the two firſt notches are cut before they begin to climb; 


( 14 ) 


the reſt as they aſcend, at ſuch a diſtance from each other, that 
when both feet are in the notches, the right foot is raifed 


nearly as high as the middle of the left thigh, and when 


they are raifing themſelves, the hatchet is held in their 
mouths, that they may have the uſe of both their hands: and 
when making the notch, the body reſts on the ball of the 
great toe, the fingers of the left hand are placed in a notch cut 
on the tide of the tree, ſhould it be too large to admit their 
claſping it ſukiciently with their left arm, to keep their bod 

firm and cloſe to it: in this manner they aſcend, with wonder- 
tul agviity, trees fifteen or twenty feet in circumferance, ſome- 


times ſixty or ſeventy feet before they come to a ſingle branch. 
Being come to the top or the place he judges moſt convenient, 


he takes his ſeat wich his club or {tick in his hand, another per- 
ion below makes a fire, and fils the hollow trunk with ſm ak, 


which obliges the annimal to attemp its eſcape, either up or 
down, but which ever way it takes, it is almoſt certain deſ- 


truction, as they very ſeldom eſcape. 
Oppoſſumes are very numerous here; and there are a varie- 


ry of other animals of different ſizes, down to our implacavie 
encmy the Field Rat. One would almoſt conclude from the 


great reſemblance of the different quadiupeds found here, that 
there is a promiſcuous intercourſe between the diff rent ſexes 
of all thoſe various animals. This ſtrange ſimiliarity does not 
attach ſolely to quadrupeds, for the finny inhabitants ot the fea 
are in the fame predicament, their variety is truly aſtonithing. 
Nature ſcems equally playful in the feathered tribe; the par- 
zot is the moſt common, I have ſhot ſeveral, with the head, 
neck, and bill of the Parrot, and with the ſame beautiful plum- | 
age of theſe parts, for which that bird here is diſtinguiſhed; a 
zail and body of a different make and colour, with long deli- 


cate feet and legs, which is quite the reverſe of the Parrot kind. 


There is alſo a bird with the feet and legs of a Parrot, 
whale head, neck, make, and colour, are like the common 
Sea Gul, with the wings and tail of the hawk. The country 


abounds in birds of numberleſs ſpecies : thoſe of the Parrot 
kind, ſuch as the Macaw, Cocatoo, Lory, Green Parrot, and 
: Paroquet s of different ſpecies and ſizes, are ornamented with 
rhe moſt gay and luxuriant plumage that can be conceived.— 


And there is alſo a very large bird, but it is not common, at 


firſt they were taken for the Oftrich, as they did not fly when 
purſued, but ran ſo exceedingly ſwift that a Krong native dog 


1 1 
could not overtake them; I ſhot one of them which meaſured 
upwards of two yards and a half from its feet to the upper parts 


of its head. Its fleſh, though not the moſt grained, is far from 
being unacceptable : it reſembies when raw, a neck of beef: 
and the fide bone of this bird makes an excellent dinner for 


half a dozen. The Crow, I think reliſhes equally as well 


here as the barn fowl of England. A prodigious quantity of 


Bats have made their appearance during theſe two laſt years, 
they are generally ſeen about Roſe Hill towards the cloſe of 
the evening ; the head of this Bat very much reſembles that of 
a Fox, the wings of many of them extend four feet from ti 

to tip. I have one of them that eats out of the hand, and is as 
domeſtic in the houſe as a cat. A great variety of beautiful 
plants and flowers abound in this country ; and, we find wild 


ſpinage, parſly, and ſorrel in abundance. Excluſive of the 
plaintain, banana, and other tropical fruits, here are ſome 1 


believe peculiar to this country; anc there is allo a nut which 


acts as a violent purgative, and an emetic, if eaten unprepared; 
it muſt be ſoaked ſeven or eight days in water, taking care 


that the water be changed every day, When it has been 


thoroughly ſoaked, it is then roaſted in the embers; and when 


done it is not unlike a cheſnut and very palatable. 

About a twelvemonth before my arrival, the ſmall pox 
made its appearance, and occaſioned a terrible havock among 
the poor natives. It was truly ſhocking to find the coves of 


the harbour, which were formerly thronged with numerous 
families in tempeſtuous weather, now ftrewed with the dead 


bodies of nien, women, and children, No veſtage of this cruel 
diſorder being viſible in the countenances of any of the natives, 


it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they were never before infect. | 


ed with it, and of courſe ignorant of treating this cruel ravager 
of the human ſpecies. The various attitudes which the dead 


bodies were found, afforded reaſon to believe that when any of 


them were indiſpoſed, and the diſorder aſſumed the appearance 


of the ſmall pox, that they were immediately deſerted by their 


friends, and left to periſh, in this helpléſs ſituation, for want 


of ſuſtenance. They have been found fitting with their heads 


reclined between their knees; others were leauing againſt a 


rock, with their heads reſting upon it. 'I'wo children, a boy 


and a girl, the boy about nine, and the girl about twa yeais 
older, were picked up during the prevalence of this diſorder, 
labouring under its dreadful effects *'I wo old men, who were 
ſuppoſed to be the fathers af theſe children, were picked up 
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taken all poſible care of; the men ſurvived but a ſhort time, 


(16) 


about the ſame time, and carried to the hoſpital, they were 


the children both recovered, and appeared perfectly ſatisfied 

with their change of living. : 
About this time a native, whom I ſaw frequently at the 

governor's, and who was now as perfectly at his eaſe in com- 


| pany as if he had been bred in England, being deceatly cloth- 


ed, and managing his knife, fork, cup, and ſaucer with great 


dexterity, was entrapped from his friends. —Some officers were 


ſent down the harbour with two boats for the purpole of ſeizing 
any of the natives they could lay their hands on; the gover- 


nor having found that nv encouragement would induce them 
to pay a vilit to the colony of their own accord ; he therefore 


determined to get ſome of them in his poſſeſſion, and by kind 


treatment prevail on them to bring their countrymen to repoſe 


more confilence in us.—Arabanoo, the name of the native a- 


bove alluded to was taken in the following manner: Being 


enticed to draw near the beach, by the diſplay of various arti- 
cles calculated to excite his curiofity and defire, and buſily 
employed in admiring the preſents that were given him, one 


of the ſeamen, ſtationed for that purpoſe, threw a rope about 
his neck, and in a moment dragged him to the boat; his cries 
brought a number of his friends to tae ſkirts of the wood, from 


O 


whence they threw ſeveral {pears without effect To pour- 
tray the terror and Cilmay depicted in the countenauce of this 


poor creature, would require the hand of an able artiſt; he 
believed he was to be put to inſtant death, but when he was 
allured by the officers his life was fafe, and they at the ſame 


time caſting off the rope that he had round his neck and fixing it 
to his leg, treated him with fo much kindneſs, that he gradually 


became cheertul, On his arrival at the governor's houſe, he 


| hall an iron ſhackle put round his leg to prevent the poſſibility 
of an eſcape; this he was taught to confider as a Bang Ally, 

a term in their language, uſed for a decoration of any kind ; 
and it was no difficult matter to bring him into a belief of this, 


as it was not uncommon to ſee ſome of the convicts ironed in 


the ſame manner as a puniſhment for the crimes they had com- 
mitted in the colony. Arabanoo from the kind treatment he 
had experienced, was ſoon reconciled to his fituation, and the 
iron becoming troubleſome, galling his leg, it was taken off, 


and he was permitted to go where he pleated. The names of 


the different gentlemen who took notice of him where ſoon 
tamiliar to him, and he could call them with great facility, 
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He was a very good tempered fellow, about thirty years of 


5 age, well made, and on the whole, not an unhandſome figure. | 

J The intentions of the govertor was, however, fruſtrated for 1 
ſome time, Por Arabanoo, ere he could bring about a good un- 1 

6 deritanding with his countrymen, was attacked with the {mall 'F 

1 pox, and he only lived to the criſis of his diſtemper. The i 

C children recovered from the ſmall pox, and were periectly hap- hi 

t py in their ſituation, but were then too young to be of fervicæ 'F 

2 in reconciling their countrymen to us: they very ſoon under= 1 

ſitood almoſt every thing that was ſaid, and could alſo make I 

S BY themielves tolerably well underitood : but the governor was 1 

"3 ſtitill determined if poſlible, to get a man or two in his poſſeſſion { 

| who might be taught enough of the language to render them- It 

1 ſelyes utelul negociatofrfrs. . 14 

fo _ Accorvingly ſome officers and a party of men were ſent up- 11 

* on this expedition, in an armed boat, they proceeded to the 1 
north ſide of the harbour, where they ſaw two natives walking M4 

« on the beach: a plan was ſoon formed to entice them to con- wy 

verſation: a few large fiſh were held ub, and an officer who 1 

g ſpoke ſome few words in their tongue, hailed them, which had if | 

1 the deſired effect. The men advanced unarmed, with much nd 

a confidence, and readily took the fiſh that was preſented to them, 1 

1 The boat was lying a-float, and five or fix men on the beach #4 

* nearly ſurrounded them, when the officer in the boat obſerving LE 

5 the opportunity favourable, made the ſignal to ſecure them; in 

_ a ſhort time they were tripped up, and tumbled into the boat, 

. ere they had time to look round them. — I hey called out to 

. their friends the moment they recovered their recollection, and 

it a conſiderable number | appeared from the woods, and many 

y ſpears were thrown, one of which pierced through the gun- 

84 walc of the boat, the party pulled off inſtantly, and the people 

. preſenting their fire arms, they halted, not daring any farther 

7 attack, The two priſoners were made faſt to the thwarts of 

ja the boat on being put on board; but having got a diſtance from 

5 the ſhore, their hands were looſed, and they were only ſecured 

Ke by one leg. When they were landed at Sydney Cove, the re- 

= ſidence of the governor, many people prompted by curiolity, 

ui _ eat to fee them; amoug whom were Araboo and Nanbarra, 

Ks the two children before mentioned; the moment they ſaw 

# them their eyes ſparkled with joy, they called them by their 

ot names, the children were alſo known to them: and by their 

on #FPparentiy ſatisſied behaviour tended greatly to calm they. 


apprehelniſions. 
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They diſcovered that one of the men they had taken was a 
chick of the tribe of { Cadiga), name Coalby; he was about thirty 
five vears of age; the other about twenty five, was named 
Vanalong. 51 was a ſmart, active, good loo king young man, 
Oj 2 lively x caiant diſpolition : they were treated with che ut- 
molt kind 115 but leit they fnould attempt an eſcape they 


wore each oi them an iron on one leg, with a piece of rope 
| 10 ced wo it, and a man was ordered for each, Who was re- 


onſible for their ſecurity.— Wherever they went they were 
Act ompanied by their leaders, holding one end of the rope. 
They had been taken near three weeks, when they had been 


ſo well ſatisfied with their treatment, that their xeepers began 


to be under very little apprehenſion of their attempting to get 
from them; this ſecurity they did not fail to avail themſelves 
of: accordingly one evening about duſk, their guards fitting 
within the door of their huts eating their ſupper : Banalong 

being alſo in the hut, in che like manner employed: Coalby 


ſeated Wwighd ut the door, pretending alſo to be eating his ſup- 
per, 1 ;liced the rope from the ſhackle „leaving the other end 
faſt in the keepers hand, who had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of what 
Was going forward; he was over the pailing of the yard in an 
inſtant. The noiſe he made in leaping the pailing rouſed thoſe 
within, but too late; the lib den gained the Woods, in ſpite 


of an immediate purſuit, an joined his friends. 


The kind treatmei ts and the air of ſatisfaction which Dank: . 
long manifeſted for the ſpace of a ycar after Coalby's flight, 


determined the governor to truſt him with his liberty, Ac— 
cordinely the ſnackle was taken off his leg, nor did he in the 


leaſt ſeem diſpoſed to leave the governor's houſe, or deſert his 
new friends: ſo that ho peiſon had the leaſt ſuſpicion of his 
leaving the colony; he, however, one evening, juſt as it was 
dark, {tripped himſelf, and leaving the cloaths that had been 
given him behind, decamped into the woods. 


Both he and Coalby were trequently ſeen by the 1 em- 


ployed in nſhing, and would even converie with the people, 

ho carneſtly invited them to return to Sydney; ; but no en- 
treat ies could prevail on them. | 

The governor having received information that they were 

ſeen in a Cove at the entrance of the harbour, he went thither, 
attended by ſ-yeral of the officers, but they were all unarmed, 


which ill-jude ed piece of confidence had like to have proved 


latal to the governor, The particulars of this expedition are 
| r.carly as follo OWS . 5 ; 
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The governor, with ſome of the gentleme; of the colony 
went down to the mouth of the harbour, in order to pitch on a 


| ſpot proper to erect a landinark, to enable ſtrangers the more 


readily to aſcertain the harbour's mouth when at tea; on their 


return they were met by a boat which had juſt Ja; de a party 
of othcers, who intended to take a ſurvey of the thore as far as 


Broken Bay. The cos * at! 1 0f the boat informed the gover- 
nor, that one of the party 0 Mr. White, the ſurgcon, had feen 


Coalby and Danalongy aud had ſome converſation with them; 


that they enqutred alter every perſon chey had any Lnowledge 


of in the colony, and par icolarly. the governor, and they would 
go up to Sydney iſ he would come tor them. | 

In conſequence of this information his excelleney returned 
to the cove, got ſome preſents for them, which he luppoſ- > 
would be acceptable, he alſo ordered four mutk=ts into the boat, 
and immeditae!y ſailed to the ſpotay here the men had fe :: them. 
When they a; rived at the place, they found a number of the 
natives fitting round a fire, and near them lay the remains of « 
dead whale, which had been thrown aſhore in a hard gale, and 


on Which they had been heartily feaſting. As 1011 as they 


were within hail, the governor ſtood up in the bot, an] called 
for Banalong, and in their language aſked where he was 
Banalong initantly anſwered, “ Here I am,” « His excellency 
then ſaid, I am the governor your father.” which title he al- 


ways gave the governor when he was at Sydney. Aiter le- 
ſiring the two gentlemen to remain 1n the boat, and to hive the 


muſkets ready, {upon examining waich, two were found un- 


provided with flints,) his excellency landed and walzeld trward 
them with his arms extended, to thew him he was ung rmed, 
that they might be under no apprehenſions jor their ſafet 
They appeared very backward in coming to a near conſe- 
rence; however he continued approaching them till he entered 
the wood; one of them poll-iled more aflura: ice than his om 
rades, after frequently repeating che words, & Goyernr, Fu- 
ther,” ventured to ſhake hands in a friendly manner. His ex- 


 celleacy then returned to the boat, and ordered one of the pev- 5 
ple to bring ſome wine, beef, aud bread, and a jacket or two, 


Which had been brought on purpoſe, and returned to them with 


theſe preſents. On thewing a bottle, one of them called wine! 
wine! two of them immediately advanced, took the things aud 
_ drank a little of the wine; the governor alto gave them two 
or three knives, he then returned to the boat, aad told the gen- 
tlemen that remained in her, that he had not ſeen eicher Coalby 
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or Banalong, and that his mind was not altogether ſatisfied 


with regard to their pacihc intentions; at the ſame time de- 


ſiring them to ftay by the boat, and give a look out, and be 


ready in caſe of alarm. He then went forward accompanied by 
Capt. Collins. The officer in the boat frequently heard one 


of the natives call to Banalong, and acquaint him with the 


obſervations he had made upon thoſe who were in the boat, 
Which was kept upon her oirs; preſently one of the people 


came from the governor, and acquainted Mr. Waterhouſe, the 
officer left in the boat, that both Coalby and Banalong were 
amongſt them, had aſked for him, and that Governor Phillips 


deſired he would join them. He immediately accompanied the 
meſſenger to the governor, whom he found with Capt. Collins, 


in cloſe converſation with two natives, who were unarmed. 


Mr. Waterhouſe went up, but did not recognize Banalong, 


till ke was pointed out to him, he was altered ſo much, nor could 


he then perſuade himſelf that he was the ſame. On the queſ- 
tion being repeatedly aſked, where was Banalong, he grew 


rather impatient, and was going off: however a bottle being 


ſhewn him, and being aſked the name of © THE KinG;” hav- 


ing obſerved, when at the governor's houſe, his maje/ty's health 
drank in the firſt glaſs aſter dinner, and he had been taught to 


repeat the word before he had drank his own glaſs, he imagined 


the liquor was called the king: and when he afterwards came 
to know that it was wine, yet he would frequently call it king. 
This convinced the gentlemen that it was no other but their 
old acquaintance Banalong; and every method was. tried to 


induce him to go down to the boat, but he always retired when 


any one approached nearer to him than he wiſhed, ſo that they 


gradually got out of fight of the boat, when about a dozen na- 


tives placing themſelves in a ſituation to prevent any ſurpriſe, 
Banalong and Coalby came among the gentlemen, and aſked 
various queſtions relative to different tranſactions which had 
occured at the ſettlement during their reſidence there. Bana- 


long laid hold of Mr. Waterhouſe by the neck, Coalby ſhook 


them all by the hand; a jacket being given to him he was 
puzzled how to put it on, and begged one of the gentlemen to 
do it for him. Banalong had a very fine ſpear in his hand, 


which the governor aſked him for, but he would not part with 


it. During all this time the moſt perfect harmony and friend 
ſip ſeemed to ſubſiſt among the whole party, but the gover. 
nor perceiving upwards of twenty cloſing round his party 
propoſed returning to the boat, telling Banalong that he would 
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mor ay return, and bring him and Coal by a couple of hatchets, 


which pleaſed them extreme. The 80 overnor then went 
down to the beach, and the officers in the boat c me n _ re; 
the crew With their arms remained in the boat, as the nat:« 

by continuing their poſition, indicated ſume remaining ſymtins 
of diſtruſt; his excellency was afraid of alarming them. Ba- 


nalong was very cheerful, and appeared trantipurte.i at the ſight 
of ſo many of his dear fr; icnds as he termed them, inceſlaiſtly 
ſhaking hands all round. He pointed out a imail fire wear 


them, and faid he woul'i fleep there till their return, They 
were merry on their eſcape, and told them how Coalby got rid 


of the ſhackle by which he had been {ecured when at the ſettle- 


ment, and that if they had meant to keep them they ſhould 
never “ Nangora,” tall aſleep, 


The party now began to move towards the boat, when a 
ſtout native who had been ſtanding at a diitar ce, approached z 


at firſt he ſhewed ſtrong indications of f. ar, Which foon fubliced 
on being treated in the ſame familiar manner as Coalby and 


Banalong, and he became tolerably conv erfable. He thewed 
a wound which he had received in his back with a ſpear; this 
alſo put Banalong upon ſhewing that he had alſo been wounded 

in ſeveral parts or the body ſince he had quitted the. ſectiementz 


one dangerous, over the left eye, nearly heaicd : theſe wounds 


he ſaid, were received in a recounter With a Ben kit tribe 
near Botany Bay. 


The party ſtill proceeding towards the beach where detain- 


ed by Banalong, who continued teazing them about the hat- 


chets that were to be ſent him; and he pointed out the {tout - 
native who had retired about thirty yards diſtance, whom he 

appeared anxious ſhould be noticed. The governor advanced 
towards him, and upon the ſavage indicating that he would 
not be approached, he laid down his ſword {till going towards 


him with extended arms, to aſſure him that he was unarmed. 
As the governor drew near, the native ſeized a {ear that 
lay concealed in the gratis, fixed it in the throwing itick, and for 
ſome moments appeared to ſtand on his defence. 1 here being 
not the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe-that he would throw it Without 
provocation, his excellency continued to advance, calling out, 
« Weree, Weree, a term uſed oy them when they with a 
thing not to be done which diſpleaſes them: notwithſtanding 
which the native diicharged his ſpear with ſurpriſing velocity, 


and immediately ran off. In their retreat tothe woods many 
ſpears were thrown, but the only ene which took effect was 


E 


| aofortumitely the firſt, which ſtruck our much beloved go- 


vernor. It entered his right ſhoulder, juſt above the collar 


bone, and came out behind, about three inches lower under the 


blade bone. 
The pentiemen near the governor concluded that he was 


| mortally wounded, and feared, from the number of armed men 
that began to me w chemnielves from the woods, that it would 
be impracticable for them to reach the boat. The governor 


holding up the ſpear which trailed on the ground, endeavoured 


to make his way to the beach, but its great length frequently 
ſtopped him: in this ſituation he deſired ſome one, if poſſible to 
draw the ſpear out of his body, but it being . barbed, it was 
found imptacticable; they then with great dificulty broke it, 
and diſembarraſſed him from the greater part; he then drew 
4 piſtol from his pocket and diſcharged it at them, and found 


the apprehenſion of there being more fire arms among the party, 


: 577 a reſpectful diſtance; and the governor carried between 


two people, reached the boat without any further moleſtation, 


immediately after their arrival at Sydney, the ſurgeon was ſent 


for, Mr. Balmain, the firſt who arrived at the governor's nouſe, 


after. FRAN the wound, relieved every body from the moſt 


painful ſuſpence, by afluring them, that alarming as the ſituation 


of the governor might appear, he did not fear any fatal conſe- 


quences from it, he extracted the point of the ſpear, dreſſed 
the wound, and to the admiration of every body, in ſix weeks 
he was enabled to go about. 
Governor Phillips ſtil! deſtrous of being reconciled to ahi 
natives, did not harbour any reſentment againſt them on ac- 
count ol the late tranſaction, which he affirmed to have pro- 
ceeded from a fudden impulſe of fear rather than treachery, and 
bad given the neceſſary directions that none of them ſhould be 


fired at or any ways moleſted, unleſs they provoked it, by 
_ throwing of ſpears or other hoſtilities. —Nanbarre, the boy, 
who had now become a tolerable interpreter; attending ſome 


of the officers, who were upon a thooting excurſion, near the 
ſpot where the accident tothe governor had happened, a num- 


ber of natives appeared on an eminence at a ſhort diſtance; be- 
ing aſked who it was that threw the ſpear at the governor, 


they named a man of the tribe who dwelt to the northward ; 
that his name was Carrigal. Nanbarre was alſo deſired to en- 


quire after Banalong and Coalby, when they pointed to ſome 
people at a diſtance One of them threw a ſpear but with no 
miſchie vous deſign taking care ig fell where nobody was ſtanding. 


1 

The girl Araboo was in the boat, and pointing to one of the 
natives, ſaid he was her father, and was very defirous of going 
to them; ſhe had arrived at the age when her inclination bega 
to tend towards the ſex, and with great naivete and innocence 
told the officers that ihe wanted to be married. As ſhe had 
no opportunity of a connex1on of that kind in the clergyman's 
| houſe where ſhe dwelt, and it would be a difficult matter to 
keep her again A her will, it was judged moſt prudent to per- 
mit her to go where ſhe pleaſed, and ſhe was told that as fuon 
as ſome new cloaths ſhould be made ſhe ſhould go, with which 
aſſurances ſhe was periectly ſatisfied to ſtay ſome time longer; 
during which great pains were taken to inſtruct her in Engliſh, 
that ſhe might be enabled to explain our intentions towards 
her countrymen. 

'T he governor being ſuſiciently . to venture in 2 
boat, went to the place where Banalong and his wife livee 
he found ſeveral natives on the ipot, who told him that the 
were out a fiſhing, Araboo was in the boat, and her father be- 
ing amongſt them, a hatchet and ſome fiſh was given him, and 
be gave the governor a ſhort ſpear in return; they then per- 
ceived four canoes paddling towards them, in the foremoſt 
they perceived Banalong ; the boat then lay on her oars, and 
they landed from their canocs ; as foon as Baualong had ſecured : 

his, he approached the — holding up his hand to ihew he 
was unarmed, 

Upon which the party landed from the boa it, and he very 
8 joined them; he atxed the governor where he Wat 
woundei, and ſaid that he had quarrelled with and beat the 
man who wounded him—being told that he would be killed if 
he was caught, he ſcemed no ways concerned, but delired it 
might be done —ſeveral prevents were made him, and he wart- 


AI! 


ed ſome alſo for his wife; but being told if fhe wanted them 
the muſt come and fetch them herfelf—in about haif an hour 
the made her appearance; ſhe was called Barangaroo, appear- 
ed older than him; a petticoat and feveral It ttle preſents were 
given to the lady, and a red jacket With aliiver epaulet, which 
Banalong uſed to wear when at the nenen Was given him, 
Which delighted him excecdivgly; he Was + alked if. he would 
come and dine with the governor the "next day, Which he 
Teadily aflented, and faid that he would bring his wiſe aus 
ſome friends Wich him. 
Notwithſtanding Banalong did not viſit he governor ae- 
cording to his promule, he frequently joined the diſlerent par- 
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ties he fell in with, although they were all armed, and would 


without the leaſt fear go to tho long boat, th: uzh nc always 
faw muikets in her. "His. WI fe Was ge enerally with him in 2 
canoe, and he intimated that he {til intended to pay the go- 


vernor a vitit, but: his luſpisiomof being detained had not been 


SN done away; however the governor did not chuſe to 
take him by force, as he itil entertained hopes, that he would 
be ſoon reconciled to pals ſome of his time at Syine :y, when he 
could be aliurcd of being his own maſter, to go and come 
when he chuſed. N | 5 | 


At length his excellency's wiſhes were accompliſhed; as he 


was going to Paramata, a native was ſeen ſtanding at one of 


the points s of the land, and as they rowed pait him, he was 


abe where Banalong was, Wen he Pointe d to an iſland called 


 Kiomitll, to WEich they rowed; and as they rowed near the 


36cKS he came Gown to the boat accom} 2 by his wife and 


friends ee the leaſt ſignus of fear and diſtruſt. The 
gresdily took ſome bread that was given them, aud this boat 


toon after puined off and left them; from the confidence now 
evinced by this mau there was little doubts but he would ſhort— 


ly truſt huaiclfat dydrey —Accordingly a few days after, the 
governor Was en D in his boat, Banalong called him repeat- 


cdly tram the oppoſite thore where he was with ſume of the 


Ofitcers; the ſurgeon, in whom he placed great confidence, per- 


fuauci him to go to the governor; he took three natives with 


him, aud Was &. celing!) blcaſed wich the preſents made them. 
It teoms chat Banaloag's wife oppoled his coming, and finding 
her tzars and entreatles of no avail, the flew ü into a e 


pailion, and broke a ane hifh gig of her huſband's, for which 
ſh- would have ie ceived a hearty drubbing, had it not been for 


the interference of the ſurgeon, who took this: n back to their 


reitdenec on the north ſhore. Banalong appeared quite at eaſe 


and nt under the leaſt appcehenſion of deing detained; he pro- 


mile wacn he went away to bring his wife over, which he 


did to days alter, accoinpained by her ſiſter and two other 
natives, they were 10 Howed by a third. —Blankets and cloth- 
ing were given them, and each as much as they could eat.— 


Baualong dined with the governor, and drank his wine and 


_ coltce as formerly: his excellency bought a ſpear of one of 
them, and gave them to underitand that ipears, lines, or birds, 
or au thing they brought ſhould be purchaſed, and at the ſame 
time promited him a field, ior which he was to bling a ſpear 


in return. The next day they came over for the ſhield, but it 
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was not finiſhed ; two of theſe men were owned by Araboo, 
as her brothers, and for whom ſh- procured two hatchets, the 
moſt deſirable thing that can be given them. Banalong came 
the next day for his preſent ; his comrades who accompanied 
him went away in a ſhort time, but he ſtaid for dinner, and 
left Sydney Cove highly delighted with his ſhield, which be- 
ing made of a good ſubſtantial hide and covered with tin, was 
likely to reſiſt the ſtroke of a ſpear. 1 . 
The girl who had been near eighteen months in the colony 
with the clergyman's wife, was ſo impatient to get away that 
at laſt it was conſented to; and the day after ſhe had left the 
ſettlement, ſhe was ſeen in the canoe naked, however ſhe put 
on the petticoat before ſhe joined the clergyman and ſome 
others who went to viſit her: the appeared much pleaſed with 
her liberty, and the boy Nanbarre, who was of the party, 
Wiſhed to ſtay with the natives all the night, he was accord- 
ingly left behind, but the next morning returned to the ſettle- 
ment, and having fared but indifferently, he did not think 
proper to repeat his viſit. The natives now viſited the colo- 
ny daily; one morning Banalong came very early and break- 
| faſted with the governor, and on taking his leave told him he 
was going a great way off, but ſhould return in three days, 
with the two young men who were with him; and it was 
conjectured that they were going to fight with ſome other 
tribe. When Banalong returned from his expedition, he im- 
mediately waited on the governor, with whom he dined ac- 
_ cording to cuſtom : after dinner he related the cauſe of his 
abſence : that he had been to hght a man who had formerly 
wounded him: he ſaid his ſhield was a good one, and that his 
ſpear had pierced the ſhield and arm of his antagoniſt: he alſo 
ſaid that the people he had been to fight with, had killed one 
of the convicts, who had been ſome time miſſing. Araboo, 
the native girl, returned to the colony after a few weeks ab- 
ſence, with ſome officers who had been down the river, and 
ſeemed perfectly happy in the opportunity of getting from the 
party ſhe had been with. She ſaid ſhe had lived three days 
With the-young man ſhe wiſhed to marry, but that he had 
another wife who was jealous of her and beat her. 980 
The governor had built a ſmall houſe at Paramara (the one 
I now occupy) and was goiug to remain there ſome time when 
ſeveral of the natives were deſirous of accompanying him,— 
His excellency took three of them in his boat ; but Banalong 
going to fetch his ae Bas” ras by his Wife: but as they 
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were going out of the cove he appearcd on the rocks, and got 
into the boat in ſpite of her threats and entreaties, Nu looser 


was the boat put off, than ſhe went to the canoz, which Was a 


new one and ſtove it, and breaking the paddics, thiew them 
into the water, the then went to the hut probavly with ai in- 


pacify her, telling her that he would not be more than ore day 


tent of committing more miſchief. Banalong ende iyoured to 


abſent ; but all would not do and he was put on ſhore — Phe 


party then procceded to Roſe- Hill, with Coalby an two other 
natives, none of whom ever opened their lips during the alter- 


cation; indeed they are never known to interfere in auy 


diſpute which does net concern them. 


The natives ſlept that night at Paramata, and though ſome 


were in a ſickly ſtate, and wanted for nothing, yet the next 


morning they were very anxious of returning; a boat was 


accordingly ſent down with them, by the return of which it 
was generally expected that news would have been received 
of Barangaroo's being again in the haiids of the ſurgeon for her 


freaks; but to the furprite of every body the next day they made 


their appearance, and it ſeemed that he had not beaten her; 


whether he had with-held the uſual correction from what had 


been formerly ſaid to him by the governor, or ſome other cauſe, 


could not be diſcovered, however a reconciliation had taken 
place, and they both dined with his excellency in great good 


humour. No ſooner was the dinner ended than the LARA withed 


to return, and Banalong ſaid ſhe would cry if they detained 


her, ſo that they ſent a boat down in the evening with her, 


On the return of the governor to Syoney, not having been 


long abfent, he learned that his game-keeper had been dange- 


| Jeant, and in the heat of the day one of them retired to a hut 
they had made with boughs, aud laid down to ſleep. One of 
them awaking, he.ru a alle in the buſhes which he ſuppoſed 


rouſly wounde] by one of the natives with a ſpear, It appear- 
ed that he went out with three others, one of them was a ſer- 


to de ſome an uma); but on awaking his comrades, and comin 


cout of the hut, four natives ſtarted up trom amongit the buſhes, 
and ran away with all their ſpeed; the game-keeper thinking 


been given for no one to truſt hiinſclf with the natives unarm- 


he knew one of them who had been at Syduey, followed them 


without a gun, notwithſtanding the poſitive order that had 


ed, calling on them to ſtop and he would give them ſome bread; 
and obſers ing one who followed them to have a gun in his 
hand, gelirec him to lay it W as it only 7 the 
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natives, and they would du no harm: he had now advanced 
b-101C u COMPAn ene, and was not ten paces from one of the 5 i 
naaves who itopped thort, and fiuding they were unarmed, | 
lied his ſpear on the tro wing-1tick 1h a moment, and threw {I 
it ai the man) w.catelt him: it entered his left fide, and pene- 13 
traits to the lower obe of ais lungs z it Was barbed and conſe- | 
qucntiy c ud not be extracted till a ſupperation took place, — 
Imqmed ately alter thio,ying the ſpear, the native fled into the 
Woods, ind was ſeen no more. TT X 5 
They were ten miles from Sydney when this accident hap- 
pc..cd, and it was with the great-ſt uilliculty that the wound- 
e man was brought to the ſettlement. Being queſtioned | 
whether he had provoked the natives to this violence, he de- | 
fired to have the clergyman ſent tor, to whom he contetled he 
had been a very bad man; and at the ſame time declared that 
he had nev.r Kea or wounded any native, except one, who 
had thrown a ſpear at him, „%%% 
Baualong a d Araboo repeatedly faid that it was the tribes 
which live ab ut Botany Bay who threw the ſpears, and 
killed the white man, yet as it was evident that they general. 
ly received ſome provocation trom our people, the governor 
Was loath to proceed to excremities whilſt there was any 
poſlibility of avoiding it; eipecially as he had been at fo much 
trouble in bringing them to repoſe ſome confidence in him: 
aud a good underttanding with them was eſſentially neceſſary 
to the happineſs and projperity f the colony. Many of the 
natives now daily viſited che ſettlement and were all well re. 
Ccived; it was no unuſual thing tor the mothers to leave their 
_chiluren behind them for ſeveral days, without ever inquiring 
aicer them; and if any of them wee going where the children 
V ould be an incumbrance, they made no ſcruple of leaving them 
at Sydney; Banalong, Coalby and two or thiee others took up 
their quarters there, tour days a week, and all joined in the 
ſame ſtory, and deſired thoſe natives might be killed who threw 
it; but governor Phillips had his ſuſpicions that there was a 
great deal of art and cunning in Banalong ; he had lately been 
ſcen amongſt thoſe people he now wiſhed to be killed, he ſaid 
one of them had ſung a ſong in praiſe of his houſe, the gover- 
nor, and the white men at Sydney: and he ſaid thoſe people 
would throw no more ſpears, as they were now all friends; 
this was but a few days after he was ſo ſolicitous with the go- 
vernor to kill them all. a 1 5 
What was rather ene they all knew the man that 
52 
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threw the ſpear; they ſaid his name was Pemnlaway, of the 
HBejigal tribe; Banalong and Coalby ſaid they would bring 
him to the governor, and went off the next day, as it was ſup- 


poſed to Botany Bay; and his excellency, upon a report that 


2 number of natives had been ſeen armed about the mouth of 
the harbour, went down to look out, he met Coalby there, 
who returned to Sydney with him, but did not ſeem inclined to 
give himſelf any trouble about Pemnlaway, but after dinner 
took his leave, ſaying he was going to Botany Bay to meet 
his wife. Banalong was abſent ſeveral days; they faid he 
was gone to aſſiſt at the ceremony of drawing a front tooth from 

ſome young men, among the Camaragals, which gave riſe to 

- the idea that the tooth is extracted as a kind of tribute. 


| Araboo now reſided with the Camaragals; when ſhe left 
the clergyman's ſhe promiſed to return with her ſweetheart 


and his wife; hence it appears evident that when they can 


procure two wives, the cuſtom of their country does not pro- 


hibit their having them; though this cuſtom ſeems very un- 
_ reaſonable, as the women bear no proportion to the men in 
point of number. It is believed that moſt of their wives are 
taken by force, or ſurpriſe, from the tribes with which they 
are at variance; conſequently their enemies retaliate, and 


from the diſproportion of the females to the males muſt have 


been more ſucceſsful in their Sabinical expeditions. 


Spears being frequently thrown at the ſettlers; it became 


ablolucely neceflary that a ſtop ſhould be put to it, though his 
excellency wiſhed to do it with as little ſeverity as poſſible, 


yet he was convinced that a ſevere example mult be made to 


have the deſired effect. Accordingly a party was ſent out, 
conſiſting of fifty privates, beſides officers, they were directed 
tao proceed to the ſpot where the man was wounded; and to 
| fearch for the natives who dwelt there abouts, ſome of whom. 


were to be ſecured and brought priſoners. —dpears and all 
ether weapons which they happened to meet with were order- 


ed to be deſtroyed and left on the ſpot, that they might ſee that 


it was intended as a puniſhment for them, —Particular atten- 


tion was to be paid to the women and children, who were not 
to be.molefted on any account whatever; and as the govenor 


wiſhed to impreſs the idea that no deceit was ever practiſed, 


and that they might depend on having protection whenever it 
was offered : he ordered that none of the party ſhould hold up 
their hands, which is the ſignal of friendthip, nor to anſwer 

ſuch 1 of ne, if made by the natives. 
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Notwithſtanding the moſt vigilant endeavours, the party 
was not able to get near any of them, as they made off at their 
approach, and eluded the purſuit, They ſaw Coalby near 
Botany Bay, where he was fiſhing, at whom they fired ſeveral 
ſhots. They returned to Sydney without any ſuccels ; but 
the governor being determined it poſſible to make an example 


of ſome of them, again ſent the party with the ſame orders 


they had before received,—T hey left Sydney towards the cloſe 


of the evening with hopes of ſurpriſing ſome of the natives at 


their fires, but were diſappointed. 5 
It was near a fortnight before Banalopg made his appear- 


ance, when he brought his wife with him ; he ſaid he had been 


with the Camanagals, that ſeveral young men had undergone 
the operation of having their front teeth drawn and Tattow- 


ing, which is making thoſe ſcars which are conſidered as or- 
namental, by the natives. Ihe ſcars are made by cutting two 


lines through the ſkin parallel to each other, with a iharp 


ſhell or flint, and ſtripping off the intermediate ikin, the opera- 
tion is repeated till the wound riſes conliderably above the 

ſurrounding fleth, when it is ſuffered to heal over. Theſe 
painful embeilitaments are not very common among the wo- 
men; Banalong ſhewed a throwing-itick which had been cut 
for the purpoſe of knocking out the front teeth; and it was 
generally ſuppoſed he had been employed in that office. He 


was on good terms with the Camaragals, and he ſaid they were 


all good people; when he was aſked if he had ſeen the man 
who threw the ſpear at the governor, he ſaid yes, and had ſlept 
in the fame cove with him; ſo that his former account of hav- 


ing quarrelled with, and beat him, was not believed. Baran- 


garoo, who had been with him on this occaſion, was painted 
in a different manner from what ſhe had been before, and there 


appeared to be a great deal of attention beſtowed on her: her 


cheeks, noſe. and upper-lip, were rubbed over with red ochre, 


on which, and under the eyes, were laid ſpots of white cla 


the ſmall of her back was likewiſe rubbed with red ochre, and 


by her deportment ſeemed deſirous of ſhewing that ſhe was 


iner than common. Shortly after, two of the convicts being 


fiſhing, Banalong finding they had no arms in the boat, went 
alongtide in his canoe, and robbed them of the fiſh they had 


taken: his wife and ſiſter being in the canoe, and having ſeve- 


ral ſpears, the convicts made no reſiſtance. In conſequence 


of this robbery, orders were given that no boat in future 
mould go out of the coye unarmed, 
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The next time the natives came to the ſettlement, the 4 
were told that if any more ſpears were thrown they would ail 


be killed; but the threats did not ſeem to make the ſmalleſt 
impreſſion on them. Banalong coming ſoon atter he was 
charged with taking the fiſh from the two white men; he 
denicd the charge with great aſſurance, aſſerting that he was 


a great diſtance from the place at the time; but when the 
people were confronted with him, he endeavoured tu juſtify 


himſelf, but with fo infolent an air, that he rather aggravated 

than excuſed the offe -nce: he frequently mentioned he man 
who had been wounded, and threatened revenge: but on te- 
collecting, he offered his hand to the governor, which being 


refuſed he grew violent, and ſeemed 1.clined to make uic of 
his ſtick, a centinal was called in, as it was feared he might 
commit "Tome extravagance that would oblige his xcel]- cy 
to order him to be put to death, for his behaviour wa- lavage 


and 1ofolent in the extreme, and would have met with initaat 


puniſhment in any other perſon, but they wiined to bri g him 


to reaſon without having recourſe to violent meaſures; and 
the governor being unwilling to deſtroy that confidence 1 
| had been at ſo much pains to create in Banalvng, Which 
 Mightcſt puuiſhment would have done; he was, therefore, & ce. 

| fired to come near the governor, but he reuſed, turving upon 
| his heel, and went away. And as he pafled the wheels 


wright's ſhop, the workmen bel: gat dinic1, he ſtole a batchet, 
The natives continued to viſit dyaney aiter Banalong's bad 
behaviour, who conducted himſelf in ſuch a ma.ner as gave 
great reaſon to ſuppoſe he would never return; this however 
was not the caſe, tor having pieviouſly vitited the fiching boat, 


to know if Governor Philips was ſtill angry with hin, and if 
he would (hoot him; he appeared very defirous to k ow 1t he 
might go to the governor's hoult , at the iame time namiag a 
man who had ſtule the hatchet, and denied having uſed auy 
threats; however, not being picaſed with the anſwers that 

were given him, he went away, but retur: ed in a few cas, 


and went to the governor's, Who happenl..g to ſee him come 


to the gate ordered him away. 


Governor Philips had been very deſirous of ward the 
reaton that the females has two of the joints of the little finger 


cut off and of ſeeing in what manner the operation was per- 


formed; he bad now an opportunity of gratifying a part of his 
with : Coalby? s wile coming to the ſettlement with a new 


born female, wee her infant to the governor's houſe, and 


R 
being told that his excellency would be prefent at the opera- 
tien, it was accordingly performed. A ligature was applied 
round the ſecond joint of the little finger, but two days after 
they brought the child again, the ligature was broken or taken 


off; this being told the mother, ſhe took out ſome hairs from 


the head of an officer who was preſent, and bound them ver 


tight round the finger, after ſome time a gangreen took place; 
a thuugh the child ſeemed uneaſy when it was touched, it 


de not cry, nor was any attention paid to it after the ligature 
was applied This bandage was continued till the finger was 
ready (o drop off, when its parents took it to the ſurgeon, Who 


at their requeſt, ſeperated it with a knife. 


Banalong was again admitted into the favor of the governor 
after an abſence of 3 weeks, during which time he had been very 
active in renderiag ſervices to a boats crew, ſeveral of whom 
muſt have been loſt but tor his exertions, this was conlidered 
as a tuil atonement for his dad behaviour. In conſequence of 
this, the num er of viſitors increaſed and the governor's yard 
became their head quarters.— I heir medical operations par- 
took more of the juggling than of the Eiculapian ſyſtem: Coal. 
by had formerly been wounded with a fiſh-gig below the breaſlt, 
aid though it muſt have been done many years, as it was ex- 
tremely difficult to perceive the ſcar; yet it was ſuppoſed as he 


felt loa e pain from the ſtraps of a knapſack, which he carried 


when out on an excurſion with the governor ; and had travel- 
led two oc three days with it on his ſhoulders; and the ſtraps 
prefling againſt his breaſt, he complained of pain there: He 
applied to au old man and his fon, who had joined them in the 
excurſion, tor relief, and they prepared to perform the cure: 


the fon began the ceremony by taking a mouthful of water 


which he iquirted on the part affected, and then applying his 
mouth, began io ſuck as long as he could without taking 


breath, Which appeared to mare him fick, and when he aroſe, 


for his patient was extended at full length on the graſs, he 


walked about tor ſome minutes, he then repeated the ſuction 


three times, and appeared, by drawing in his ſtomach to feel 


the ſame pain he pieteuded to extract from his patient; and 


having picked up a bit ot ſtick or ftoze, but with ſo little light 


| of hand, that it was obvious io the whole party, he pretended 
to throw ſomething away into the water. He threw fome- 


thing away which mult have been what he picked up, but 


Coalby after the ceremony was over, ſaid it was what he had 


tucked out of his bicaſt, which was underſtood to be the barbs 
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of a fih-gig, as he made uſe of the word Bu!lerdoul, but the 


governor was ofa different opinion, and thought he meant two 


pains. Before this buſineſs was finiſhed, the doctor felt the 
patient's back below the ſhoulder, and ſeemed to apply his 
fingers as if he twiched ſdmething out; after which he ſat down 
by "the patient, and put his right arm round his back, the old 
man at the ſame time, ſat down with his arm on the other ſide 
of the patient, with his face the coatrary way, and claſped him 


round the breaſt with his right arm; each of them held one of 


the patient's hands: they continued in this ſituation ſeveral! 
minutes, ſtraining him very cloſe, and thus the ceremony end- 
ed; when Coalby faid he was well, He gave his worſted 
night cap, and ſhare of his ſupper as a fee to his dockors, aud 
being aſked if they were both of a faculty, he ſaid yes, anda 
little boy that was with them was a doctor too; from whence 
it was ſuppoſed that the power of healing is hereditary. 
As the natives frequently caught more fith than they could 
kane Ander uſe, great pains have been taken to induce them 
to barter it at Paramata for bread, vegetables, &c. Several 
"of them carried on this traffic, and there was reaſon to hope 


. that a tolerable fiſn- market would ſoon be eſtabliſhed ; among 


thoſe who brought their fiſh was a young man who lived ſome 
months with the governor, but had left the ſettlement from 


time to time to go a fiſhing; his canoe was a good one, and 


being the firſt he was ever maſter of, he was a little proud of 


it, and accordingly valued it highly. Strict orders had been 
a2iven that their canoes ſhould not be touched, but in a very 


mort time this amity and good underſtanding was inter- 
rupted by ſome villians, who had ſtove the canoe of the young 
man before mentioned. The moment he diſcovered the injury 
done him, he flew to the governor's in a violent rage, ſaid the 
white men had broken his canoe, and that he would kill them; 
he had his throwing-ſtick and ſevaral ſpears in his hand, and 
his hair, face, arms, and breaſt were painted red, which is a 
ſign of the moſt implacable anger. 5 
Phe offenders were ſoon diſcovered, and biel ned i in 
the preſence of Balderry, but he was far from being ſatisfied, 
till he was told that one of them had been hanged.” Durin 
their examination he appeared very impatient, and ſaid it be- 
longed to him to puniſh the injury he had received, About a 
month after, when it was thought he had been amply com- 
penſated by various preſents which the governor had given 
him; ; yet, he took the firſt opportunity 8 revenging himſolf, 


lute and when provoke 


633 


which plainly ſhews that theſe people do not readily forgive 
an injury. A convict who had ſtrayed from the ſettlement 
was met by two of the natives and had ſcarce paſſed them 


when he was wounded in the back with a ſpear, and before he 


could recover himſelf received a ſecond wound in the fide; 
however he got away, and as they did not attempt to ſtop him 
to get his clothes, or take any thing from him, there was no 
doubt but the deſtruction of the canoe was the cauſe of this 
attack, as eſpecially the ſame evening the natives were ſeen 
round a fire, and being aſked who it was-that wounded the 


white man, they immediately anſwered “ Balderry”. It is 
not a little remarkable that theſe people always tell the names 
of thoſe who throw the ſpears at the coloniſts, or who have 


ſtole any thing from the ſettlement, if they are aſke), though 
they are conſcious that you mean to puniſh them, it might be 


thought to proceed from a principal of adhering to truth, dig 
they not deſtroy this opinion by invariably denying any thing 
they may be charged with, though you fee them commit the 
_ offence, and lay the blame on another who is not preſent. 
The deſtruction of this canoe was a moſt unfortunate acci- 
dent, as it intimidated the natives from carrying their fiſh to 
Paramata; and no canoe viſited the ſettlement for ſome time 
after; and beſides, the governor wiſhed to attach Balderry to 
Himſelf, .intending to take him to England when he returned, 


After abſenting himſelf a month or five weeks Balderry began 


to make inquiries of the various parties he met, whether the 


governor was ftill angry, he was anſwered in the affirmative, 


and told that he would be killed for wounding a white man: 
yet this did not deter bim from coming into the cove in a. 
Canoe, the governor upon being made acquainted with his ap- 
pearance, ordered a party of marines fo go and ſecure him. 
Governor Philips ſaw Banalong ſpeaking to the young man. 
in his canoe, and gave him to underſtand that. Balderry thould. 


be killed ; upon which he called out. that. the governor. was 


Mill angry: on hearing this Balderry paddled off very briſkly 
to the oppoſite ſide of the harbour and appeared to ſet them at 
_ defiance, and talked of F are very reſo- 

| ſer. very little value on their lives, ſi 
that they can be revenged; they ever contrive to be even with 
you, whether you praiſe or threaten, and whenever a blow is 


given they are ſure to return it, though their liyes ſhould pay 


| tor it, A number of natives being arrived at Sydney, amongſt 


whom there was upwards of thirty women and children, they 
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were treated with bread.and rice as uſual, they informed his 
excellency that Balderry was on the oppolite ſide of the cove, 
with a party ot his friends armed. Whether his coming. after 
bat had pafled proceeded from a ſuppoſition that he ſhould 
not be punithed, or that be was ſafe whilſt ſurrounded by ſo 
many of his countrymen, it was thought neceſlary to order 
nim to be taken, as ſoon as the viſitants ſhould be gone, for 


as Ealderry could not be ſeized without their hearing the 
Aiſpute, it was probable they would:fuppoſe themſelves in 
Ganger, eſpecially as many of the gueſts were ſtrangers. | 
As ſoon. asithey had taken their leave a party of ſoldiers 
Ware ordered after-the delinquent, but before they got {fight of 
him, he had been.advertiſed of his danger by Nanberre, wha 
hearing what was going forward had left the place; a ſerjeant 


aand a party were. ſent after him; in their way they met ſeve- 


ral of the natives, who joined them in a friendly manner, but 


_ while they were talking to the ſerjeant, one of them had the 
audacity ta attempt to wreſt.a firelock from one of. the ſoldiersz 
however, he failed in the attempt, but immediately after a 


ſpear was thrown, ſuppoſed to be by Balderry; two muſkets 


were now fired among the natives. which wounded one of 


them in the leg, but unfortunately neither of the offenders. 
A ſtrong party were immediately ordered to.ſome. brick fields, 


here a pretty numerous body. of them had aſſembled; but 


Nanbarre, ever faithful to his countrymen, on ſeeing the ſol- 


_ diers form on the parade, took to the woods, and {tripping 


himſelf that he might not be known, joined the natives and 
put them on- their guard: after which he returned, and ſaw 
the governor paſs with ſome oſficers -whilſt he was hid in a 


buſh: he afterwards met an officer's.ſervant, and. aſked where 
| * 


the governor and ſoldiers were going, on being told, he laughed 
and jaid they were too late for the people were all gone. 


Banalong came in ſoon after with his wife and though he 
was toid that the ſoldiers were gone to take Balderry, yet the 
intelligence did not prevent him eating a hearty dinner, and 
when he went. away he left a large bundle of ſpears, filh-gigs, 


and various other articles, under the care of the governor. — 


As the natives knew that the governor only meant to puniſh _ 
.thoſe who, threw the: ſpears, the late diſagreement did not 


in che leaſt interrupt their viſits, and they called on us with the 


lame familiarity as if nothing had happened. They were aſk- 
ed what became of the wounded man; they ſaid he was gone 
to his:tribe.; that the wound-was of little conſequence, aid 
woud ſoon be healed, . FE | 
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Barangaroo, the wife of Banalong, was now near her time 
off lying-in, when the coloniſts had an opportunity of ſeeing 
their preparations on the occaſion : ſhe had two nets hanging. 
from her neck, one of which being new, the governor was deſir- 
dus of obtaining; and it was given him after ſhe had taken a: 
large piece of tea tree out of it, nicely folded up, and which 
Was intended to lay her infant upon, and which. is the only 
Preparation previous to the ceremony of an infant's. introduc- 
tion to the world; that is made by lying-in women: in this 
country. The bark of the tea tree is thick in. proportion to 
the ſize of the trunk, and is compoſed of a great number of 
layers of very thin bark, not unlike in appearance. to a birch 
tree, but fo exquiſitely ſoft that nothing this country. affords 
can be better calculated for the purpoſe for which it. is intend- 
ed. Banalong, however, deſired to have a blanket for the 
child, which was given him, and the next day a net being 
made after the Engliſh. manner, which was more acceptable 
to his wife than the one ſhe Bad given to the governor. Ba- 
nalong informed the governor that his wife intended to do 
Him the honor of lying-in at his houſe, this favour his excel- 1 
lency declined, telling him ſhe Would be much better accom- — | 
| 


CC 


modated at the hoſpital, ſo they took up their quarters there. 
Banalong had frequently ſolicited the governor to receive 
Balderry agam into favor, but was always refuled : however 
on being told that the poor fellow was extremely ill, the ſur- 
geon was deſired to go and ſee him; he found him in a high 
fever, and the firſt queſtion'he aſked was, whether the.gover-- 
. nor- continued to be angry with him,, and if. he would let him 


5 
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== 20ð to the hoſpital to be cured. Banalong,avho-went with the 
i _ turgeon, returned to the governor, who told him he was not 
angry nowy and he might oring his companion tothe. ſettle- 
5 ment, he ſaid dre would, and early the next morning Balderry- 
n made his appearance. At firſt he Was under great appreheu- 
{ron, but the governor taking him by the hand, and promiſing 


that when he was recovered he ſhould live with him again 


f huis fear ſubſided—he appeared very ill—and went with the: 
\ aurgeon and Banalong to the hoſpital. © | 135 
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| and their bodies in the clouds. 
opening a new made grave, a quantity of white aſhes were 


illand. 


tive glance öf the curious Europian. 
ploy all their art in decorating the y dung then, who are chiefly 
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I have been thus minute detailing the behayiour of the 
natives, and the perſevering diligence and inexhauſtible pa- 
tience of governor Philips, in conciliating and familiarizing 
them in the infancy of the colony, that ſhould they hereafter 
attain any degree of civilization, poſterity may know to whom 


they are indebted for the extrication of numberlefs tribes from 


the rudeſt barbariſmz thereby adding to fociety the inhabitants 


of a country which occupies a ſection of the globe to greater 


extent than all Europe, and capable of e a great and 


powerful Empire. 


With regard to religion, they ſing a hymn or lng of; joy, 
from day break to ſun-riſe 3; but we have not yet been able to 
diicover whether they have any particular object to whom they 
pay adoration ; neither do any of the celeſtial bodies ſeem to 
occupy more of their attention than any of the animals which 
inhabit this extenſive country, yet they do not appear intirely 
ignorant of a future ſtate, as they ſay the dead are in the grave, 
They! burn their dead, for on 


found, which appeared to have been but lately depoſited there; 


among the aſhes were found part of a human jaw- bone, and a : 
piece of a ſkull which had not been ſufficiently burnt, to pre- 


vent its being perfectly aſcertained, The grave was not deep, 


but the earth was raiſed as high round it as the common 
graves are in England. 


Araboo once went into fits on ſeeing a falling ſtar, and ſaid 
that every body would be deſtroyed ;' although fome that were 
preſent infiſted that ſhe particularly alluded to the Murray 
roway,” the Sirins, who was loft ſome time after at Norfolk 
From Banalong we underſtood that they believe in 
apparitions; which they call © Mane.” he deſcribes them as 
aſcending from the earth with a horrid noiſe, ſeizing any one 


in its way by the throat; he ſays apparitions ſinge the hat 
and beards of thoſe to whom they appear, which he ſaid was 


a very painful operation; ; rubbing the ace. after rern eli 


| cation of the fire-brand. 


Their principal diverſion is that of dancing, for which cere- 
mony they prepare themſelves with more than ordinary atten- 
tion; they are all in their birth=day ſuits, like ſo many Adams 
and Evès, Without even a hg-tree-leaf to parry the inquiſi- 
The young women em- 


ornamented with ftr ak of white; drawn with pipe-clay, and 


ä 3 97.7 
in different forms, according to the taſte of the man bimſelf 
or the lady who adorns him. They are as emulous of appear- 
ing fine as the moſt finiſhed petitmaitre preparing for the birth 
day ball of their favorite miſtreſs. Their paint cannot be ap- 
plied without moiſtening, and the lady, in drawing the fireaks 
down her face, which is the moſt eſſential part of the decora- 
tion, ſpits in the face of her friend whom ſhe is adorning, 
from time to time, as the ochre or clay gets dry, Their 
dances are always at the cloſe of the day, as they prefer the 
Are-light to that of the ſun, on theſe occaſions. 5 
The dance begins by a few young boys, and is increaſed by 
the men and women gradually falling in, to the number of 
thirty or forty; but moſtly men; it is truly wild and ſavage, 
yet in many parts order and regularity are very apparent. 
ne man would frequently ſingle himſelf out from the reſt, 
and running round the whole of the performers, ſing out ſome 
expreſſions delivered in à curious tone of voice, he would 
then fall in with the reſt of the dancers, who alternately led 
forward in the centre; and they exhibit their utmoſt ſkill 
and dexterity in the moſt difficult contortions of the body, 
which muſt, in their opinion, conſtitute the principal beauties 
of dancing: one of the moſt ſtriking is, that of placing 
their feet wide apart, and by an extraordinary exertion of 
the muſcles of the thighs and legs, move their knees in :a 
trembling and very aloniſhing manner, ſuch as no per- 
ſon in the colony could any ways imitate: of courſe much 
practice is required to arrive at any degree of perfection in 
JJ YI a os NE EE 
Sometimes they form a circle, with ſome diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſon in the centre; at other times all the dancers have green 
boughs in their hands; in all the different figures, they gene- 
rally finiſh, by a certain number of their principal dancers ad- 
vancing tothe front, and going through the difficult part of the 
dance, and quivering motion of. the knees, upon which the 
whole company faces to the front, and go through the ſame 
motions, the experteſt being, generally in the centre. Their 
muſic conſiſts of two pieces of very hard wood, one of which 
the muſician; holds to his. breaſt in the manner of a violin, and 
ſtrikes it with; the, other, in, tolerable time.—The performer 
ſings the, whole. time of the dance, afſilted by boys and girls 
Who, are ſeated at his feet, and by a manner of crofling the 
thizhs, form a hollow between them and their belly, upon 
Which they beat time with the flat. of their hand, which makes 
an; odd though not a diſagreeable ſound, 8 


6 . } 
Titey: are very dextrous in ſtriking fiſh} the ſpcar of the g 
Uttrrhickithey take: them Is avout. ten feet in length, bin. 
hey can-increate it by, joints as we do our fiſhing Prods in 
Auglaud :. they havefeveral prongs barbed with the bone of a: 
Th of {ome amimai! "The imer hes acrofs the canoe, his face 


*fitheceater, and his fiſh gig ready for darting ; thus hie ies 


znotionicrs, and by his face being beneath the ſurvice, he can 
ker tile. fiff diſtinctly.; in this manner they ſtrike the fiſh witlt 
=reatcerte;nty.. 1 he women are cliefly employed wit lines 
22d hooks, the ilnes manutactured fromthe barks of trees, the 


| oks.common!y ofipearl of different thells; the talons of birds 
A prey they fometimes make uſe of, but the former are moſt 


eſteemed: The women are frequently feen in a miſerable 


cahocewithtwo or. three children, fifhing re whole day in 


*he.cdge_of a, fürf, that it would terify av alt feaman to truft 
Arafelf nsar it in 2 g ö {rout boat. 1 ke men are furprifing 


Avers, ahd Temaura long time in the. farfs where their canoes. 


pn itve,, wWhareverethey bring to the fur face they throw #*t | 
al fore. Having.a ffre-ready kindfed for cooking gv they brotl 


veroaftall their food z,tity have. not the leaſt Conception of. 


wiling, fo one of the. natives, veatching an opportursty: when 
zul. Massartending tire kettle, planged Hs hand into the 
wing warten to take the ih; of courſe he Was terribly: ſcaled.. 
Nirzy procure fife wirf great labour, by fixing the point end. 
Xfa.round ick:into a hole made in A flat piece of wood, amd 
wbitlipgitromd ivifty with both hands, thdmg them up and 
Anett: tft the operator is fatrgued, when he is sclieved by fore 
This companions, cach taking his turn till the fire is produced; 


Tear tbr. {abaur attending this: proects, 5 4t'1S 210 W onder they are 


al dom ſcen veithont a prece of trgbted wood... But of all their 


duſtoms that. of waking love would be. the fartheſt: from meet- 


: ppthe:appzobation of z4y country women z- the, ceremony in. 


b country. is found beat is uvchiclr cher lady receives as a 


matter of courſe,, with: alt the meak es Hragtnable: 

We had. now: upwards of 2 1000 acres ot-deared Kind ut 
Mramata; 350:of Mhielx were in wheat and maize ;: but though, 
"xc:3rgd:frequont 4tbowers of xain, vet, not ia fulhcienr quanti- 


essto compęnfate for the execthve + drawght. whichihad becn 


pe rfen 102d in the proceeding months 3 ande fror tire. ground 
wing. neu,, and regtring more Wo k Fan was in the pon er 
athe tettlers tabeſtom on it, che grain in genera} bad: very 


proruihng S appearance. Tbere arc Þpur.209-arcec laid ot 
-B, Suche, Dal. mene prepareck for e turning! and potatury,, 


on 
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nid the remainder cloſed in feeding cattle; e are ball My 
tor mature, the colony will fourtth better when: it 28! honked: 
with.catile, the ground being. infinitely. too poot im itſelf-cye, 
to produce crops {ufficient. for us {olely to depend for fabirſtence, 
The fudden viciſſitudes of the weather muſt alſo-render. our 
harveſts very precarious, as well, as prove .injurots ito irhy 
| health of the new comers; it often happens. that there's 
change of from.40 to.50. degrees inone day, it frequent 
circumſtance to ſee the country {trewed with mumbers of birds 
fallen from the trees, unable to {upport themlelves.from the. 
iatenſe heat of the meridian. ſun. Numbers ef convitts.talt 
victims, but it muſt not be w holly aſcribed 40.the.weatber,ias 
the weak ſtate in which, they were, for the molt part when: 
landed, would, were ita more.faveuraly< climate, be attendd! 
with a conſiderable mortality.; .avd.they.are generally forweat 
that they cannot be, put to any labour, but.are employed. in 
weeding and pulling g graſs for thatching, we haue reguently 
4 0r.500 on the doctor's liſt, who.are individually vifted ever 
day by. the, ſurgeon; upwards of 50 have died ina month, h. 
Ihe generality of whom nature appears entirely exhaülted. Alt. 
many of them were Jo, fairly worn out, that they er pirck 
without a groan, and total. e did not experienec . 
leaſt degree of pain. 
From. a moſt humane. ſuggeſſion of Captain Pai bare Uk thc 
Gorgon, the governor iflued orders for. a regular fart vH to br 
taken of the condition of the convicts on their, landingefrorm the. 
different tranſports.z.and a ſtrict inveſtigation. taking plece, tt 
appeared. that ſome of the captains had wary much Abt idget 
their unfortunate paſſengers of the allowaner {tpulared by 
government, for their ſahſiſtance, and by, this inhuraanprafiice 
they had been. literally ſtarved. to death. Al ſtrong 4nd, pointer 
repreſentation of this circumſtance was ſent howe.ro FONETI> 
ment, which will J hope, put ai cffcctual.ſtgp to. ſuch: notar 
out proceedings. 
Some of the. convicts had ente ertainsd am idea that t Hhov row kt 
range along the, coaſt till they reached ſome of the Chiaete ſet- 
tlements, ſubſiſting on-oyitcrs.and other the!l-hjh, being toll! 
that there was a copper coloured tribe 15 miſestto the porth. 
ward, who were more civilizcd than they were ag gprefent With, 
O tranſafted with.the. Dutch at J mur, wheie they would 
be free,  With.thcle notions many fat off: from: Sy dusy Co 
and Roſe Hill, but after a few. Aays ſtraggling, ſemt Wehr 
taken and others of their ownaccorinjuccd by tho imperatbæx 
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cammand of hunger; ; ſome were ſuppoſed to be Kill lurking it in 
the woods, afraid of being puniſhed, the governor leſs inclined 
to puniſh than to conyince them of their error, promiſed pardon 


toevery perſon who'd return within five days, declaring that he 


would puniſh thoſe who ſhould be taken after. Se yeral return- 


ed, ſenſible of the lenity ſhewn them, and ſome talked of re- 
pelling force by force, they were informed that no mercy 


would be ſhewn them, and any that were near thoſe that 


might be ſo diſpoſed would be conlidered as principals, and : 


treated accordingly. 
The purchaſes I had made at the Cape, as well as the 8 


ſents J had brought from England, enabled me to furniſ the 

officers and ſettlers with articles that could not be had of the 

| thips, fo that in a ſhort time I had collected the following 
ſtock :—a ſow, in pig two fine porkers—a young ſhe goat 
and two kids—an Engliſh dung-hill cock, three laying hens, 
and one with a brood of chickens and young ducks—theſc, 5 


with a kangaroo, which I had been at infinate pains in rearing 
myſelf, and a convict woman ſervant, and her ſon Timothy, 
& youth between twelve and thirteen, a tractable and uſeful lad, 
compriſe the whole family. — Having always had a ſtrong 
predilection for agriculture, the garden employs a great deal 


of my time, and now is as proſperous and flourithing as any in 
the colony. Governor Philips when he viſited Roſe Hill, took 


great delight in it, and gave me much praiſe for its improve- 


ment, as well as for the apperance and ſpirit of induſtry ma- 


nifeſted in the convicts under my ſuperintendance, 
Having contracted an intimacy with a young man who had | 
14 of the larms on the northern boundary, about four 

miles from Paramata, I generally walked over once or twice 


a week; as I was returning. from thence one afternoon with 


my boy Ti im, (who having evinced a great partiality tor me,) ; 
was now my conſtant companion; a large male Kangaroo 


croſſed the path juſt. before us; I immeniately took the gun 
from the boy, fired at the animal, and diſabled one of his hind 


legs, which very much impeded his flight, howeverhe preſerved 
his diſtance for near an hour, when getting a fair ſhot at him, 
1lodged a ball in the back part of his head, which eflectually 


did kis buſineſs. 


Upon. examining our prize I Send it ball be impoſſible 


ſor us to get it home without help, we, therefore, ſearched for 
à place to conceal it till the next atternoon, when J meant to 
return for, it Wich a ccuple of mem 3 a few paces from her. oe 


Cf.. 
it lay we perceived a cavity on che ſlope of a deep ravine, t6 
which we dragged the carcaſe, and covering it with {tones 


and graſs, began to think of m:king the belt of our wa to 


the ſettlement, 'Fhe.ſun was now letting, and 1 began to be 
alarmed at being fo far from home. In the eageriets of. our 
purſuit I forgot to take my. bearings by my pocket compaſs, 


and the day cloſing ere we had reached any known path, in- 


creaſed my apprehenſions ia the extreme. i'oor Tim, though 
half dead with fatigue endeavoured to keep up my ſpirits, which 


he perceived were much agitated. He was certainly ſure,” _ 
he ſaid, that we were in the right road, and that we thould get 
home time enough to muſter the people at nine, the hour fixed 

for that purpoſe, and that if we were obliged to fl-ep in the 
woods, why, he could cut ſome graſs for my bed, and itand 
ceatinel with the gun while I lay down, for he was not afraid 
to fire; and beſides my dear matter, you know the natives are 


ſo afraid of guns, that ſhould they come, I only need to ſhew 


it, and they'il be off like a thot. The boy's courage and fidelity 
charmed me, and put me to the bluſh to think I had ſo litttle 


command of myſeif, as not to conceal my uncaſineſs from him, 
After rambling for near two hours, we could not perceive 


that we were any nearer home than at the ſan ſet, but rather 
_ conjectured we had taken a different rout, as we did not recol- 

lect a ſingle object that now preſented itſelf, it being a fine 
ſtar light night we could diitinguith the river at ſome diſtance 
thro? the trees, but preſented a different appearance to any we 
had yet ſeen, we quickened o1r pace with the hopes of ſpeedi- 
ly reaching its banks, when to my great mortifigation, we 
were ſtopped by a deep ravine, I now abandon<d all thoughts 
of reaching the ſettlement, and as the poor boy was nearly 
exnauſted with fatigue, deterinined to paſs the night on the ſpot, _ 
Me ſoon found a hut inhabited by the natives when hunting, 


as I had no apprehenſions of their returning, the hunting ſea- 


ſon having jutt cloſed. I got a light from a flaſh of powder, 
and in a few minutes kindled a comfortable fire. In the cor- 
ner of the hut was a bundle of graſs ready dryed which we 

ſpread to lie down on, but 1 could not prevatl on the boy to 


think of ſleep: no, if I would iruit him with the gun he 


would keep watch. Not being incliaed to ſleep myſelt, L took 


a book from my pocket, and by fire light ealeavoured to amuſe 


myſelf till day breik, I had not peruſe above halt a dozen 


pages ere poor I im had fillen into a ſound flap, how long 


it was before 1 had followed his example, or how long I ſhouid _ 


ing they had tur.ed from the road to ſhelter themſelves in this 


1 
have continued in it is difficult to determined, had I not been 
awoke by an acute pain in one of my hands, which I tound was 
occaſioned by the biting of ſome ants, whom I had accidental] y 
_ moleſted in my fleep: I called Tim, and ſallied forth, follow- 
ing the winding of the ravine about a mile, we arrived at its 
termination, and perceiving, a break in the high lands before 
us, through which I distinctly ſaw Roſe Hill, about fix or ſe. 
ven miles diſtant, this proſpe& revived our ſpirits, which 
were beginning to lag, with the reflection that if we eſcaped _ 
every other danger, that of being ſtarved to death was inevi- 
table, unleſs we could extriciate ourſelves from the labyrinth 
in Whiek we were involved; oo uni inn nnanneg 
Having ſet the ſpot by my compaſs, I found it bore W. 8. 
W. and were proceeding ſlowly through the thicket, when 
we were alarmed by a deep groan, apparently but a few paces 
diſtant ; ſo unlooked for a murmerii:g ſound revetted us to the 
ſpot, Not being immediately able to perceive from whence 
the groan iſſued, I advanced with great caution about a dozen 


paces when I diſcovered a cave in the ſide of the rock: I was 
at firſt for retreating, but on recollecting that J might render 
| ſome ſervice to the afflicted, and that I equally ſtood in need 


of aſſiſtance, or perhaps might periſh with hunger, I examined _ 
the priming of my gun, forced Tim with difficulty behind 
me, and approaching the entrance of the cave, a moſt intereſt. 
ing ſcene preſented itſelf to my view: a young creature ſeat-d 


on a jet of the rock, mournfully contemplating the extended 

body of a man whoſe expiring groan had juſt pierced our ears: 

all her faculties were ſo abſorbed with grief ſo that we were 
| yet quite entirely unnoticed : a ſympathiſing ſorrow pervaded 


all my frame ;. and I gave my gun to Tim, and made figns 
for to retire, leſt the ſight ſhould alarm her; when ſhe per- 
ceived me ſhe gave a faint ſhriek and ſunk motionleſs on the. 


body. Obſerving a ſmall pond a few paces from the cave, I 
| ſent the boy to oring ſome water in his hat, and gently moy- 
ing her body, raiſed her up, ſupporting her in my arms; the 


water ſoon brought her too, when ſhe raiſed her head, and re- 
carded me with a look blended with grief and terror; I en- 


deavoured by every ſign I could ſuggeſt, to do away her fears 
and retired a few paces, leaving her at liberty to go from 
"Shs cave had the choſe. 7 on nn or dean 


— 


Gai ing confidence by my behaviour, ſhe made me under- 


ſtand that the deceaſed was her brother, who, taint with lols 


of blood col] not reach their habitation an i night approach. 


40. 5 
eve. Examining the body | found a wound under the left 
pap made with a ſpear, part of it being barbed, remained in 


| the wound; I made her underſtand partly by ſigns, and partly 


by ſome words J had picked up, that 1 had unfortunately loſt 
my way, and had been all night in the woods; ihe ſhook her 
head, and pointing to her brother, ſignifying that the could 
not leave him; but that their habitation was not far off, and 
making me obſerve a hill about two miles diſtant, ſhe gave 


mae to underſtand it was in their neighboured I made ſigns 


to her that if ſhe would go and acquaint her friends with her 
fituation, I would watch by her brother till her return: her 
eyes gliſtened with joy as ſhe gathered my meaning, and with 
an aflenting inclination of her head, more eloquent and ex- 
preſſive of her feelings than in the power of the moſt refined 
language to convey, ſhe quitted us with a celerity quickened 
| by traternal love, and in a ſlew moments was out of ſight. . 
Leim, who had been witneſs to ſeveral inſtances of the perſidy 
of the natives towards the ſettlers, ſtrongly urged me to leave 
the body, and make the beſt of our way home. Rouſed by his 
ſolicitatiuons, àa momentary impulſe of fear came all over me, 
and my mind half yielded to his importunity, but when caſting 
my eyes upon the body, I thought I perceived it heave a fee- 
ble ſigh, convinced me that life was not extinguiſhed, the im- 
| Perative call of humanity decided my operations, a death-like 
dew had beſpread his face and limbs, which I dried with my 
| handkerchief, and chafed his body with my hand; Tim moſt 
Teadily bore his part in this act of humanity, and a returning 
warmth encouraged us to double our efforts, in a few moments 
we perceived a faint pulſation, which gradually encreaſed ; 
at this juncture we were ſurpriſed by the return of his ſiſter, 
accompanied by his father, another elderly man, and a boy a- 
bout 12 years of age; ſeeing us buſy about the body, they 
ſtopped ſhort at the entrance of the hut, ſeeming at a loſs for 
our conduct. I beckoned at my young friend who advanced 
with the utmoſt confidence, and giving her the hand of her 
brother, ſhe exclaimed with great emotion, «© Digerry-goor, 
Digerry-goor,“ I thank you—and turning to her father called 
him to her, I Immediately quitted my ftation and reſigned him 
to their care; the old man examined the wound, and with 
great ſkill extracted the barb. During the operation the youth 
lifted up his eyes, and obſerving his father, a glance of filial 


aflection beamed forth, Hope ow tranguilized the fears of 


the little group; Yeariaia, his filter, ſupporting him while 
the father aud his (riend were contriving how they ſhould re- 
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| again ſhortly, I took my leave, and arrived at Paramata about 


4* - Which I had done twice or thrice, and itaid all night. - 


t 44) 
| move him to theit dwelling finding it neceſſary to Liſpatch | 
f one for their canoe. the river which paſſed their habitation 
winding within fifty paces from us, and which was the ſafeſt 
and only conveyance he could bear; Yeariana propoſeſ going 
for it; and it being our direct road to Paramata, I ſeized the 
opportunity of accompanying her; in leſs than an hour we 
arrived at the foot of a ſmall mountain, when Yeariana, like 
an arrow from a bow, abruptly quitted us; leaving her brother, 
the boy before-mentioned, to be our guide, we were not long 
before we diſcovered a dozen natives with Yeariana at their 
dead, waiting our arrival; ſhe had ſent off the canoe for her 
brother, and had got ſome dried fiſh, which ſhe prepared, and 
I led us into her hut or cave, which was a large excavated 
. rock, on the bank of a very pleaſant river. "The reception we 
[ met With from theſe grateful people, almok bordlered upon 
| a adoration! the mother of Yeariana was quite troubleſome with 
5 the careſſes for my ſervices to her ſon; and I could perceive. 
7: in the mild eye of her daughter that it anxiouſly ſought a fur- 
ther acquaintance. Upon i inquiry I found we were near five 
miles from Paramata, but that none of them ever viſited the 
= _* dettlement; however, Botchery, her brother offered to be 
| dur conductor, provided l would take care of him, and ſee 
him part of the way back the next day; promiſing to ſee her 


noon; heartily fatigued. My abſence had not cauſed any alarm 
at the ſettlement, as they thought I had gone to Sydney Cove, 


Every object that preſented itſelf to Botchery filled him with 
ſurpriſe "and aſtoniſhment, and the poor lad had ſcarcely time 
to eat or drink, ſo much was he taken up in admiration of the 

| wonders that irdunged him The next morning I ſet him 
on his way home again, giving him a hatchet for himſelf, and 
A eſtring of beads for his liſter, whoſe image had made a ſtrong 5 
. Nees © on my mind, EY the moſt intereſting L ever ſaw, 
The next 450 [ als a journey to Sydney Cove, and thers N 
being a ſhip lying in the harbour ready for ſca, 1 took the 
ee to remit the fore going pages, hoping they will! 
niet approbation and by the next Conveyance will lend a 

0 * * . ſurcher 2e-ount oi the Fa of the ſettlement, & c. 


: 4 * 
9 Gon 


ä _— rl voy OO SIO SY 9 
. ˙ Uu >. Ba ras r w—_ 2 


"or 


:! ³ Ä¹¹. ⅛˙ A5 
32 * we - \ e . 2 


N I 


. 


- — — —_——— 
_— — — — — 


i > 


